
Grace United Methodist Church Invites You to… 
           Come Worship with us… 
               Grace United Methodist Church 
          13406 W. Lake Rd., Vermilion OH  44089 

       Phone: 440-967-5206    Email: graceumc@centurytel.net 

         Get Social with Grace:       @vermiliongrace        Website: vermiliongrace.com 

 

2020 Winter Worship Schedule—Labor Day Weekend thru Memorial Day Weekend 

9:00 a.m. Adult Bible Study 

10:15 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary—All Year w/Children’s Sunday School 

Family Room for babies & parents in Room 4, Toddler Room for infants thru 3 in Room 6 

 

February—March 2020 
 

Grace Notes—Bi-Monthly 
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Pastor’s Place 
 

With Lent just around the corner, I’d like to 
suggest a practice of discipleship for the sea-
son: Invite someone to church. This past fall I 
shared a statistic that I heard from one of our 
Bishops that United Methodists, on average, in-
vite a friend to church every 38 years. This, of 
course, means that while some people may be 
better at inviting people, others may have never 
extended an invitation. So, for the six weeks of 
Lent, I’d encourage you to try to invite someone 
to church weekly. Here are some tips on how to 
do that: 

 Identify who you might ask. Who in your life 
does not attend a church? Used to attend a 
church but doesn’t anymore? Needs to 
know what it feels like to be part of a caring 
and joyous Christian community? 

 Pray for them and for your ask. 

 Lead with a simple question or statement 
such as: “Would you like to come to church 
with me?” or “Going to church is so im-
portant to me - I’d love to share that experi-
ence with you.” 

 Be kind. Let your invite truly be sincere. Ac-
cept whatever answer they give - whether 
they accept your invite, need more time to 
think about it, or reject it. 

 If they say yes, follow-up. Do they want to 
drive together? Get lunch after? Do they 
have any questions you could answer? 

 Remember that a “no” won’t really affect 
you - but a “yes” could change someone’s 

life in a meaningful way. 

If you realize you don’t know anyone in your 
life who in unchurched or not a Christian, I’d 
encourage you to pray about this and ask God 
to bring these people into your life. Consider 
branching out, too - where could you go (a new 
exercise class, volunteering, etc) where you 
could build new relationships? 

Okay, so, what happens when visitors start 
actually showing up at Grace? I’d like to give our 
church a few helpful suggestions for making visi-
tors feel welcomed. 

 Say hello! Introduce yourself. Ask for their 
names, what brought them to Grace, etc. 
Be willing to share about yourself, too! For 
example: something you love about Grace. 

 Invite them down to Coffee Fellowship and 
then sit with them and engage them in con-
versation. 

 Help point them towards the restrooms or 
nursery and answer any questions they 
may have. 

 Be kind. Be sincere…but don’t come on 
too strong either. Most people don’t like to 
feel “pounced” on or have too much atten-
tion drawn to them. Treat them as you 
would like to be treated if you were visiting 
a church. 

 Invite them back! 

Never underestimate the power of a  

simple invitation!  

Pastor Allison LeBrun 
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In the Chair! 
So it’s January 2020 and we have many changes in our church’s administration.  According 
to “The Discipline” (the book that describes how Methodist Churches should be run) a 
person should only be in a specific church leadership position for three years.  

My three years as SPR Chair were up and Carolyn Hill’s three years as Admin Chair were 
also finished. So, I was asked to try to follow in Carolyn’s footsteps as the Admin Chair for 
the next three years. Boy do I have a tough act to follow! Carolyn was the perfect combina-
tion of gentle and loving with purpose and structure.  She is a fabulous leader and I will do 
my best to continue strengthening and supporting our parish so we can help bring God’s 
Kingdom to earth. 

Along with the SPR committee and John Hill (their new chair) I plan on continuing to in-
crease awareness of the “Rule of Christ” conflict management program Bishop Malone asked us to instill in our 
church.  The program has been in place for over a year with over a dozen successful outcomes.  The information 
about it can be found in the information holders near the office. 

“Rule of  Christ”  
Based on Matthew 18:8-9, 15-17, 20 

It has six steps: 
 

STEP 1 – Look at Yourself  
 

Pray and consider your role in the conflict and the other person’s viewpoint – is this worth pursuing? 
 

STEP 2 – One on One  
  

Talk to the other person.  

If you are uncomfortable going alone, the pastor or the SPR Chair will assign a trained unbiased “listener” to go with you. 
 

STEP 3- Get Some Objective Help 

 

If talking to the other person doesn’t solve the issue, the SPR committee is available to try to find other possibilities. 
 

STEP 4 – Take it to the Church 
 

The Methodist Church has many resources available;  

it is possible that a difficult issue could be presented to the district office or the conference. 
 

STEP 5 – Shake the Dust 
 

There are some issues that cannot be resolved. 
 

STEP 6 – God is There 
 

God has promised to be with us in the midst of our problems, no matter the outcome.  
 

Should you have any questions about the Rule of Christ procedure, please talk to 
John Hill, Patti Towner, or me and we will do our best to explain it in greater detail. 

Council Chair’s Chat 
                         Dawn Grygier—Council Chairperson 
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 Wave Crashers (Youth Group) News 
       Pastor Allison LeBrun 

Our Youth had a fun-filled December and 
January! 

 

We had our Annual Christmas 
Party, participated in the chil-
dren and youth Christmas pro-
gram, and got together for a 
movie night to watch Amazing 
Grace. 

 

 

 

Mark you calendar for these next two months of youth programming! 

Saturday, February 1st 

3:00 - 4:30PM 

Youth will meet to assemble subs for Super Bowl Sunday Fundraiser at the church and have a mini-
Bible study too! 
 

Sunday, February 2nd 

No youth group in the evening but we will need help selling subs after the 10:15 a.m. service! 
 

Sunday, February 16th 

Service Outing Opportunity - TBA 
 

Sunday, March 1st 

1:00 - 4:45PM 

Ghostly Manor Thrill Center 

Meet at the Church at 1PM for an afternoon of fun! Do the “Fun Pass” at the Ghostly Manor: 3D 
Mini Golf, Lazer Mazes, Virtual Reality Gaming, Skating, Etc!  

We’re asking for 10 dollars from each youth (the church will cover the other $13) - if this cost is pro-
hibitive, let Pastor Allison know and we can cover it. 

Any concessions is on the youth. 
 

Sunday, March 15th 

5:30 - 7:30PM 

A Lesson & Melted Crayon Art.  

(Bring a hair dryer if you can!)  
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Palm Sunday—April 5th  
On Palm Sunday, April 5th, the children will once again be waving palms while processing around the 

sanctuary at the beginning of worship.  Please have your child/children here at church in the One Room 
Sunday School room no later than 10:05 a.m. There will be Sunday School during worship, and, of course, 
our annual EASTER EGG HUNT will immediately follow worship outside on the front lawn!   

We hope to see lots of families participating on this special 
day for the children 

  

 
 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
 

April 5th—Following Worship 
Grace’s annual Easter Egg Hunt will take place on Palm Sunday, 
April 5th, following the 10:15 a.m. worship service. 
 

“This is where children belong!” 

     

Education News 
              Joan Skelley-Watts Education Chairperson 

Library Book Spotlight 
    Pastor Allison LeBrun 

February is Black History Month and we could all do more to under-
stand race and discrimination in our country - especially as Christians. 
Therefore, I recommend these three books -- all available in our church 
library! 

 

I’m Still Here: Black Dignity in a World Made for White-
ness by Austin Channing Brown 

 

This is a memoir about being a being a young black woman in our day 
and age and the racism she encounters - even in “safe” places, even in 
nonprofits and churches. It’s a book that unapologetically centers her own 
experience and the experiences of those like her. For many people, white 
people, especially, this book could be a hard read. 

 

Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates 
 

This book has been acclaimed as one of the most influential books of the past decade. “What is it like to be 
black in America today?” Coates attempts to answer this question in the form of a letter to his adolescent son. 
Although not a practicing Christian, Coates talks about his upbringing in the church. It is an emotionally charged 
and world-changing read. 

 

Jesus and the Disinherited by Howard Thurman 
 

Thurman was a great theologian and religious leader. His work inspired Martin Luther King, Jr. and Gandhi. 
In this book, he talks about how Jesus is the God of the Oppressed and cares for the poor, the needy, and the dis-
enfranchised. A must-read to help us understand Jesus in light of hate and discrimination.  
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Mission Moment 

               Debby Zanglin—Mission Team Coordinator 

If you read on, YOU are entering a Mission Field! 

            Mission Moment/Noisy Bucket—February & March 

  February 16th  — CHOAIDS 

  Feburary’s Mission Moment the Noisy Bucket will be passed for donations to  

    CHOAIDS 

    March 29th —Africa University Women’s Dorm 

March’s Mission Moment the Noisy Bucket will be passed for donations to  

Africa University Woman’s Dorm. 

 

Grace United Methodist Church is an open, nurturing body 

of Christian believers seeking God’s guidance as we minister to 

others.  Read further and see how Grace “Lived It” in 2019. 

 

God has richly blessed Grace members and friends of Grace 

with a unique set of spiritual gifts and talents which were used 

last year for others in the surrounding communities, Ohio, the 

US and in the world.  Everyone played a part. Some provided 

hands-on service, others provided funds, others donated neces-

sary food and subsistence items, all provided prayers. 

 

Once a month a “noisy bucket” was passed up and down 

the pews as worshipers reached into their purses and pockets 

and threw in their loose change (and bills) designated for a spe-

cific caring organization.  

 

A little bit of change can go a long way. In 2019 the follow-

ing organizations received noisy bucket offerings from Grace: 

Share-A-Ride Bus, Second Harvest Food Bank, Soldier’s Care 

Packages, Salvation Army, Lucy Idol, Let’s Get Real, Grace’s 

Community Kitchen, UMCOR (flood buckets), Genesis House, 

Vermilion Food Pantry, Flat Rock Care Center and CHOAIDs 

(Haiti Children with Aids).  In total, Noisy Bucket offerings pro-

vided roughly $4,500.   

 

In addition, anonymous Grace members generously donated 

in Grace’s name.  These donations totaled over $71,000 and 

were channeled to 1) families and victims of the opioid epidemic, 

2) flood victims in the U.S. and Puerto Rico 3) Haitian Children 

with Aids and 4) Project Hope for the Homeless for their Fami-

lies Moving Forward Program and 5) Urban Mission Ministry in 

Steubenville, OH for their Urban Ministry 7
th
 Street Plaza & Ex-

pansion programs. 

 

Grace also contributed $5,204 to the World Services of the 

United Methodist Church which carries on Jesus’s work by meet-

ing the physical and spiritual needs of the poor, healing the sick 

and welcoming those who don’t know the Father and his love for 

all.  

No doubt about it: Grace UMC lives up to:  

“Open Minds, Open Hearts, Open Doors” 

Annual Mission Moment Report 

               Debby Zanglin—Mission Team Coordinator 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwidw5nq4KDgAhUBVN8KHWZAAH4QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.outreach.com%2Fproducts%2Fchurch-banners%2Fmission-field-8385.aspx&psig=AOvVaw1zAd5pGlWivSPVb9jn2dR_&u
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwievqn24qDgAhUQVN8KHWTcCWYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.colourbox.de%2Fbild%2Fhunder-dollar-scheine-und-ein-haufen-von-munzen-bild-2742452&psig=AOvVaw139KHWwm
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      Choir Christmas Party at The Dunkle’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Flat Rock Christmas Dinner Volunteers 
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  Flat Rock Christmas Dinner 

Youth Sunday       

           

           

 Vermilion Salvation Army 

Bell Ringing 

 

 

 

Christmas Sweater 

Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          SPR & Staff Christmas Luncheon          

“Shingle Jingle”  

Roof Fund Update 

  

$50,000 

$45,000 

$40,000 

$35,000 

$30,000 

$25,000 

$20,000 
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As of end of  December 2019 

We are at $5,224.05 
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Lenten Opportunities 

In lieu of a traditional Lenten study this year, Grace is offering Lenten Opportunities. Every Friday during Lent there will be an 

opportunity to meet with others and work on growing our faith, serving our community, and strengthening our discipleship. The 

times of the Lenten Opportunities will change from week to week and you can come to one or all seven. We are still working with 

community partners to finalize all our Lenten opportunities and thus the whole schedule isn’t finalized yet. So please pay attention to 

your weekly bulletins as more information will be forthcoming.  

Here is the schedule as it currently stands: 

 

Friday, February 28th 

6:00PM 

Soup Dinner and “Bring the Wilderness In” Art Instillation 

Bring a crockpot of soup to the church and enjoy a meal together. After dinner we will, communally, make art installations that 

represent the wilderness to adorn our sanctuary during the season of Lent. As we make these art pieces together, we will have a 

guided reflection and time of sharing. 

Look outside the church office for a sign-up as it will help to know how many to prepare for! 

 

Friday, February 6th 

TBA 

 

Friday, February 13th 

10:00AM - Noon 

Service Opportunity at Second Harvest Food Bank 

There’s nothing like being the hands and feet of Christ and doing mission work. Sign-up outside the church office so we can reg-

ister volunteers with Second Harvest and let them know how many to expect. 

 

Friday, February 20th 

TBA 

 

Friday, February 27th 

TBA 

 

Friday. April 3rd  

3:30 - 5:00PM 

“Into the Wilderness” Hike at Old Woman’s Creek 

Weather depending, we will meet at Old Woman’s Creek. Their trails are just under 2 

miles and we will walk it together, stopping along the way for prayer, meditation, and 

the reading of Scripture. 

 

Friday, April 10th   

9:00AM 

Good Friday Morning Prayer Service at Grace 

 

As far as the “TBAs” go - plan on a Random Act of Kindness Day, a Prayer Walk through Vermilion, and a chance to meet for 

Holy Conversation. Look in your bulletin for more info as we get these events scheduled!  

Lenten Information 

               Pastor Allison LeBrun 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjXr5fowqXnAhXHKs0KHcbrAzEQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clker.com%2Fclipart-756933.html&psig=AOvVaw1bSwPhTznHz4lnz_JdAum4&ust=1580274305075147
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This Lent, Our Sermon Series theme is Wilderness. 
“Lent begins in the wilderness. The Spirit guides Jesus into the wilderness where he comes face to face with temptation 

and struggle. Yet, in his forty days of fasting, resisting, and wandering, Jesus is shaped and formed for ministry. Similarly, 

through the wilderness of Lent, we are invited to surrender to the wild leadings of the Spirit. We rarely enter the wilderness 

willingly, but hopefully through our wandering we remember who we are and whose we are. 

The wilderness can become sacred even if it remains dangerous. There is no wilderness space too harsh or threatening for 

God’s love. This Lent, we welcome you to the journey.” 

Join us in Worship as we explore this theme of Wilderness every Sunday in Lent. 

We will worship, share Communion, and grow as a community together. 
 

February 26th  
Ash Wednesday 

Noon or 7:00PM 
Come and receive the imposition of ashes as we start this Lenten journey together. 

(The Noon service will not have live music) 
 

Sunday, March 29th 

10:15AM 
We will have a guest preacher from the Africa University board. 
 

Sunday, April 5th 

Palm Sunday 
10:15AM 

Join us for the waving of the palms and a recounting of the Passion story through a 

dramatic and interactive telling of the events of Holy Week 
 

Thursday, April 9th 

7:00PM 

A combined Maundy Thursday service at United Church of Christ, Congregational 
 

Friday, April 10th 
Good Friday 

9:00AM 
Morning Prayer Service 
 

7:00PM 

A combined Good Friday service at Trinity Lutheran 
 

Our sanctuary will also be opened for a Prayer Vigil this day. Look in your bulletin for forth-

coming information. 
 

Sunday, April 12th 

Easter 
6:45AM 

A combined Sunrise Service in our Bliss Pavilion 
 

10:15AM 

Traditional Easter worship with Holy Communion and the Flowering of the Cross 

Upcoming Worship  Information 
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I would like to take a minute and celebrate that our church paid 74% of our Shared Ministry giving in 2019. Our 

Shared Ministry is the offering we give to The United Methodist Church to support district, conference, and even world-

wide ministry and mission of the Church. Our giving of our Shared Ministry has steadily rose over the last 3 years and 

this something we should be proud of. It is a sign of the growing health of our congregation.  

Before too long, we will be back at 100% - helping the connectional church be the church together.  

Thank you to all those who gave in 2019! 

Dear Grace Church, 

I can’t thank you enough for all the love and support you have given to our family during 

this difficult time.  The many cards, calls, texts and love that was expressed meant so much 

to all of us!  We sure felt loved by a supportive church.  We can’t thank you enough. 

God Bless, The Herron Family 

Generosity Corner 

                  Pastor Allison LeBrun  

 

Thank You’s 

Grace UMC’s Updated Website 
Check out Grace’s updated website at vermiliongrace.com.  With a designated donation to a Communica-

tions Donation Fund we were able to purchase the upgraded website service and are currently updating the 
website.  There is still more work to be done—so check back often to see the changes as we go. 

If you have comments or would like to make suggestions on the website please let the church office 
know! 

In the very near future look for our 10:15 a.m. worship service to be available to listen to—there will be a 
link from the website.  We will also be adding a link to the Grace Notes Bi-Monthly. 

Come check it out!  

vermiliongrace.com 
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February 
02/02 J. Clifford German 
02/02 BILL Lee 
02/06 Zachariah LeBrun 
02/09 Phil Presutto 
02/10 STEVEN Herron 
02/12 Bryce Turner 
02/14 NANCY Bliss 
02/15 LAURA Decker 
02/21 Ellie Ann Tansey 
02/22 Breanna Turner 
02/23 MARCIA Schnabel 
02/23 MEGAN Tansey 
02/25 DALE Grygier 
02/26 SYLVIE Gadness 

April 
04/02 Stephen Ferenczy 
04/04 JESSIE Davidson 
04/07 ROGER Watkins 
04/09 ED Massey 
04/10 DONALD Geib 
04/10 PAUL Strama 
04/12 HERB Miller 
04/13 JENNIFER Smith 
04/14 JOHN Heideman 
04/14 PENNY Kishman 
04/15 Lucille McHugh 
04/19 LAURA Wilhelmi 
04/21 DON Babson 
04/23 Georgia Repola 
04/25 DIANNA Sprague 
04/28 SALLY Blue 
04/29 JIM Miller 

March 
03/02 Paige Blackledge 
03/02 Art Shattuck 
03/03 David Herzer 
03/03 MARILYN Lee 
03/05 Jane Smith 
03/06 KIMBERLY Wiegand 
03/07 SHARON Velasquez 
03/08 WENDELL McMahan Sr. 
03/10 GLENDA McDonald 
03/17 PATRICIA Strama 
03/18 DINO Gonzales 
03/18 SHARON Herzer 
03/18 SUE Watkins 
03/20 BILL Hendricks 
03/20 MICHAEL Wiegand 
03/25 TARA Pena 
03/27 LYNN Behner 
03/27 Diane George 
03/30 CRAIG Bennett 
03/30 ELLEN O'Hara 
03/31 Richard Zanglin 

Pastoral Care & Emergency Contact Information 
If you need to get in touch with Pastor Allison LeBrun please call the parsonage at 440-967-6474 

You can also email to: pastorgraceumc@centurytel.net. 
 

Please don’t assume we know about your personal health issues, emergencies, etc..   

If you don’t contact us or have a member of your family contact us, we probably won’t be aware of your needs. 
 
 

Office Hours—Secretary 
 

The Grace Church Office is open Monday, Tuesday & Friday’s from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

If you need something during non-office hours please call or email the church office.   

Sueellen checks the phone messages and email messages daily and will contact you as soon as 
possible. 

 
 

Notes on the Pastor's Church Office Schedule 
 
 

Pastor Allison's family day is Monday.  
 

If you wish to talk to her, she will be in the office Tuesdays thru Fridays in the morning 
through the afternoon, barring other appointments, visits, etc.  

If you wish to meet with the pastor, feel free to call or email to schedule an appointment.  
              

Walk-ins also welcome. 
 

 

Pastor’s Out of Office Schedule for February—March 2020 
 

February 6—11, OFF 
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Grace United Methodist Church Invites You to… 

           Come Worship with us… 
      Grace United Methodist Church 
        13406 W. Lake Rd., Vermilion OH  44089 
     Phone: 440-967-5206    Email: graceumc@centurytel.net 

  Get Social with Grace:      @vermiliongrace   Website: vermiliongrace.com 
2020 WINTER Worship Schedule—Labor Day Weekend thru Memorial Day Weekend 

10:15 Worship in the Sanctuary 

W/Children’s Sunday School 

Family Room for babies & parents in Room 4,  

Toddler Room for infants thru 3 in Room 6 
 

2020 Summer Worship Schedule: - Memorial Day Weekend thru Labor Day Weekend 

9:00 a.m. Worship by the Water—Sherod Park 

10:15 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary—All Year 

February—March 2020 

Grace Notes—Bi-Monthly 

Address Label Here 


