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ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE  AT—WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/VERMILIONGRACE 
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Pastor’s Place 
 
 

A thought or two about Christmas 
 

It’s odd, isn’t it, that so many sermons have 
been preached, so many Sunday School les-
sons taught, and so much thought given to a 
person who is never mentioned in the Bible.  
I’m thinking of course, of the Bethlehem Inn-
keeper.  All that the Gospel of Luke says is that 
when Mary and Joseph found their way to 
Bethlehem, they stopped at an inn to find shel-
ter, but since there was no room in the inn, 
Mary gave birth to Jesus in a stable.   

 

Yet readers through the centuries have been 
drawn to the innkeeper, who must have exist-
ed, even though he is never mentioned.  How 
could he have been so callous as to turn his 
back on the very pregnant Mary in her hour of 
need?   

 

Some have taken a kinder view of the fellow, 
suggesting that it was he who pointed the 
young couple to the stable as a quieter, more 
private place for the birth of their child than a 
crowded and raucous inn. 

 

The truth is, none of that matters; not any 
more at least; not 2000 years later.  Today the 
question is not about there being no room for 
Jesus in the inn; rather it is about there being 
no room for Christmas in our communities.  
The usual greeting of the season is no longer 

“Merry Christmas,” it is “Happy Holidays.”  The 
lights that decorate our houses are no longer 
Christmas lights, they are holiday lights.  The 
cards we send are holiday cards, and the pro-
grams our kids are in at school are Winter Fes-
tival programs. 

 

I was at a dive shop recently talking to the 
manager about some Scuba equipment, and 
as I left I said, “Have a great Christmas.”  He 
said, “I just try to get through the month, it’s lost 
all of its meaning for me.”  And he is right if we 
let society’s view of the season shape our 
views.  Without Christ the season becomes 
meaningless commercialism. 

 

The solution?  Decide to make Christmas 
your own this year.  Take time to read the story 
with fresh eyes: The Gospel of Matthew, chap-
ters one and two; The Gospel of Luke, also 
chapters one and two.  See, as if for the first 
time, the child in the manger born to give you 
eternal life.  Hear with fresh ears the angelic 
chorus:  “Peace on earth, Good will to all.”  
Ponder, with Mary the wonder of it all; and take 
time to meet your savior in prayer. 

 

Do that and this “Winter Holiday” will be-
come the “Holy Day” that God has intended it 
to be. 

 

A Merry—and Blessed—Christmas to you all! 
Skip     
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 Shepherds 
                  Cathy Bennett—Shepherd Chair 

 

Christmas Eve, 

Thursday, Dec. 24  at 7:00PM 
 

7:00PM—Join us for Christmas Eve 
Livestream Worship Service  

on our Facebook page at—
www.facebook.com/vermiliongrace. 

 

You do not need a Facebook account to access our Facebook page.  

You can dial in by calling—1-646-558-8656 

—Enter 680 580 006 and the # sign—hit # again—enter the password (contact the 
church for it) then hit # and you will join the call. 

Christmas Eve Livestream Worship  Service—2020 

 

Thank you to all of the Shepherds who have kept in contact with our friends and family at 
Grace UMC during these uncertain times. 

We will be meeting virtually sometime in late December early January to introduce a few new 
Shepherds to our program. You should be hearing from your Shepherd sometime early in 2021 if 
you haven’t recently. 

If you do not hear from a Shepherd please contact the church office so we can make sure 
everyone here at Grace has someone to touch base with periodically. If you are actively involved 
with Grace via our 10:15AM Sunday morning livestream service and would like a Shepherd or to be 
put on our email chain please contact the church office either by phone—440-967-5206 or email 
at office@vermiliongrace.com. 

Poinsettia Orders Now Being Taken! 
Taking orders for two sizes - $5.00 for a small & $10.00 for a large, these are artificial.  

Due to COVID 19 you will NOT be able to pick-up any poinsettia(s) you order. The poinsettias will 
be delivered to area care facilities and shut-ins after the Christmas Eve service. 

Please remember to indicate whether you are “Honoring or Remembering” the person(s) listed.   

In order to have the names listed on our list the deadline to order is December 6, 2020. 

Please mail your check and order forms or you can drop them off in the black mailbox at the east en-
trance. 
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Safe Start Reminders 

               Carolyn Hill—Safe Start Team Spokesperson 

  Happy Advent!   

What a blessing this season is to our Grace UMC family...and the entire Christian world!   

My prayer is that all of us will be safe, healthy, and alive to see the arrival of the Christ Child and 2021!  I know that 
I am sounding like a curmudgeon, and a broken record, yet I'll say it again… 

BE SAFE,  

WEAR A MASK,  

and WASH YOUR HANDS regularly.   

I am dismayed at the folks who cannot, for some reason, follow these simple rules/requests!  I have 
witnessed members of our congregation entering and exciting the church building without 
masks.  Why is this so hard? Think of the other person, please!  When one doesn't wear a mask, you 

may be subjecting others to this nasty virus.  Several members of our congregation, young and old, have become 
ill...some with mild cases, and some have been hospitalized!   

PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE follow the guidelines of the Safe Start Team!  Your health and the 
health of the congregation depend upon this! 

Additionally, the church is closed for all business.  Sueellen is available online, and will not be 
having office hours.  Please contact her via phone or email.  Conduct all church meetings via 
Zoom.  If you need help setting up a committee meeting, Sueellen is willing to assist with this 
matter.  If you have questions, please feel free to contact me, Carolyn Hill, at 963-9512.   

Thank you and blessings as we navigate this pandemic. 

Council Chair’s Chat 
                         Dawn Grygier—Council Chairperson 

Merry Christmas! 

Well back in March we had no idea that this pandemic would last until (and after) Christmas. But 
once again I am so grateful for my faith and my church family to see me and those I love through 
these difficult days.  You have been awesome at being there for each other, sending cards, making 
phone calls, praying. Thank you for being my church, my friends and my family. 

Christmas is the beginning of the Christian year. The birth of a baby! A new life! The joy that 
comes from knowing God’s child is among us. Hope in its many colors for our lives and for our 
world. 

I encourage you to pick up our Advent booklet “Living Well Through Advent 2020 – Practicing Hope with all 
your Heart, Soul, Strength and Mind.” It can be found at the East entrance of the church – one per family. 

The authors of this devotional guide stress that hope is a decision and a practice. Hope is a “strong and confident 
expectation” not “wishful thinking.” They lead us through how Jesus is the Lord of all hopefulness and give us prac-
tices to open our hearts to a direct experience of divine loving Presence. 

My hope is that each of you feel that divine loving Presence in your life during this holiday season. That you know 
that your church family is always here for you, to listen, to love you. 
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 Wave Crashers (Youth Group) News 
       Pastor Allison LeBrun 

October Youth Group Activities 

On October 18th the youth joined Patti Towner & John Hill for a socially distanced  pumpkin carving 
party!  
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By now, most of you should have received your pledge cards that we hope you either have filled out, or will do so 
soon.  The purpose of the pledge cards is to give us some idea of what the finances of our church will be in the coming 
year.  That is so that we can plan things accordingly.  We are not looking for a commitment, but a best guess of what 
your plans are for the coming year so that we can adjust our expenses as needed.  Our budget planning begins with 
what pledges we receive. 

In our church, many of our expenses are fixed costs, in that they do not vary much year to year.  Things like sala-
ries, utilities, taxes, etc., cannot be changed much without serious modifications in our programs.  Other expenses can 
be increased, decreased, or eliminated depending on our budgeting process.  The pledges are the key element to begin 
the budget for the coming year. 

We hope that by this time you have all had a chance to decide on your pledge for the year.  If so, we would appre-
ciate that being returned to the church office as soon as possible.  If not, please consider if making a pledge at this time 
works for you.  If not, no problem.  Just let us know when you can. 

Again, we appreciate the generosity that the congregation has demonstrated in the past.  I am confident that 2021 
will be a bountiful and fulfilling year.  Thanks again. 

Finance News 
                 Brice Blackman—Finance Chair 

Trustee Tidbit 
               John Heideman—Trustee Chairperson 

Just an update from the Trustees and the ongoing activities that keep the Trustees busy throughout the year. In 
summary, the last two months have had a lot of activity: 

 Grass cutting is complete for the 2020 year. Lawn mowers have been winterized 
and put away for the winter.  

 The church chimney has been re-tuckpointed (which means loose mortar was re-
moved and replaced) on most of the chimney. 

 A disinfectant sprayer has been purchased for use of the Custodian in sterilizing 
various areas of the  church interior depending on building use. 

 The Live Streaming Camera and related equipment have been installed and in use 
for the Sunday morning 10:15 AM virtual services.  

 The Prayer Garden (not officially a Trustees project) has been completed with exterior lighting and land-
scape. 

As you can see, Trustees are very busy throughout the year with maintenance and new items that have to be 
dealt with on a continuing basis. We have a great group of Trustees and their efforts are much appreciated.  

Attention all Wave Crashers 
 

Watch the Grace Notes Weekly or your email inboxes for the 2021 Schedule! 

Wave Crashers (Youth Group) News 
       Pastor Allison LeBrun 
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Endowment Update 
                 Brice Blackman— Finance & Endowment Chair 

As we approach the Holiday Season and the end of the year, many of us take stock 
of where we are financially, and how we have done this year.  It has been a tough 
year for many people and families, either  physically, mentally, or often financial‐
ly.  Some of us have been fortunate, and have avoided many of the issues that afflict 
so many others.  I hope that you are all doing well. 

For so many people that have not had a financially successful year, we try to help by 
supporting not only our church at Grace, but also a long list of missions that need 
our help badly.  The lines at Grace’s Kitchen and the Food Bank, for example, have 
been longer than ever.  Many other missions are being overwhelmed by those in 
need. 

As you take stock of your financial situation this year, please keep in mind those people that have 
struggled.  If you can help out, because you have not been affected as much financially, we ask you to 
make a donation to Grace, to fund the many missions supported by the church.  Just mark “missions” on 
your donation. 

We thank you again for your overwhelming generosity. 
 

Special—Limited Time Offer! 
Most of you know that the ENDOWMENT FUND is a great resource for our church, allowing us to do 

things that are outside our everyday budget. The funds that are donated are invested, and the returns 
from those investments can be used by the church for many, many years to come. 

If you have ever considered making a bequest to the Endowment Fund from your estate,  upon your 
death, we can now help you get that set up. From now thru March 31, 2021 we have funds available to cov‐
er your legal fees, up to $500.00, to make this bequest to Grace UMC’s Endowment Fund. Call the church 
office for more details. 

We hope that this will make it easier for some of you to make this donation, that will help support the 
church in the years ahead. 

Trunk or Treat—2020 
 



 

7 

 
Mission Moment 

               Debby Zanglin—Mission Team Coordinator 

If you read on, YOU are entering a Mission Field! 

Mission Moment/Noisy Bucket 

  December 20th — Grace’s Kitchen 
 

First, a hearty thank-you to Cathy Bennett and her loyal volunteers who are continuing to prepare  
carry-out dinners for the over 150 families who have been in need of food each week during the pan-
demic.   

Volunteers from Grace prepare and package the food at Trinity and then grateful recipients drive up and 
are handed their dinners.  Cathy has magnificently Chaired this Mission for several years and we are de-
lighted that Ellen O’Hare has volunteered to Co-Chair with her in 2021.  

Volunteers throughout the pandemic have included: Myrial Kessler, Jane Decker, Bobby Smith, Lyn Black-
man, Beth Gonzales, Janet Miller, The Ferenczy family and John Hill.  If you would like to be added to a substitute volun-
teer list, call Cathy at 440-320-9364.   

Donations to Grace’s Kitchen can be made online through our website or mailed to the church. 

Thank You! 

Thank you to Joe McDonald and all those who 

prepared food for the annual Flat Rock dinner which 
had a different flavor this year!  Grace UMC pre-
pared, packaged and delivered dinners to various 
Flat Rock facilities.  We missed the joyous singing 

and seeing the joy on gift receivers' faces, but were 
grateful the event was able to go on. 

And thank you to the many people who dropped 
off items for Genesis House during our A Safe 

Night's Sleep drive.  We had 2 cars full of much 

needed items. 

Thank you to everyone who mailed in or donated 

via our Tithely app for October’s Noisy Bucket—
Midwest Missions for Flood Buckets—we sent 
$457.00 to them. 

We are an amazing church…a 
joyous and caring Christian 
community!   

During these hard Covid times 
we have raised the amount of 
monies in our church roofing 
fund!  
When we were last together in 
our wonderful building, the 
amount was $5000.00.   
 

Today it holds $10,548.68!!!  
 

Thank you for your generosity 
and for keeping this in the fore-
front! 
If you are interested in contrib-
uting to the roof fund all you 
need to do is mark “roof fund” 
on your check or envelope.    
                
Thanks for remembering the 

"Shingle Jingle!" 

“Shingle Jingle”  

Roof Fund Update 

  
$50,000 
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As of the end of  October 2020 

We are at $10,548.68 
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CHOAIDS 

               John Hill—Mission Team Member 

Dear Friends in Mission,  
I sincerely hope that my letter finds you all well, safe, and possessing peace. Even with very 
difficult national issues that currently beset us, I pray that the health of our country (political, 
environmental, economical, and spiritual) will return.  
I also wish to relate a situation and opportunity that begs a bit of your time, that being your 
love and support of the CHOAIDS’ children in Haiti. Hopefully, the following will help you in 
your decision to support our long-term commitment for them.  
A Beautiful HIV Fight for 31 "Kids + Moms"  
Twenty seven HIV positive “kids" ranging in age from Edison (4) to Harold (28) live and flour-
ish in a family setting since its beginning 16 years ago. CHOAIDS rents a home there, where 
4 mothers (also HIV positive) provide love, nurturing, very good nutrition, security, safe water, 
and structure in their lives.  

My Volunteer Role  
I have now been on the Caring for Haitian Orphans with AIDS (CHOAIDS) board since 2015. Before CHOAIDS I was helping International 
Child Care USA - supporting a children’s hospital in Port-au-Prince, where CHOAIDS children visit for their medical needs. I felt that sup-porting 
CHOAIDS was a better fit. I am now part of the seven-member board of directors, all of which are personally funded and contribute financially to 
the future of our children. 
  
Empowering Safe Education  
Marie Denis-Luque, our executive director, oversees CHOAIDS from her Tallahassee home, and her brother (Fanfan) oversees daily operations in 
Port-au-Prince. We are adamant that all children of school age are given quality and comprehensive education. However, with the advent of 
COVID-19, their education has been interrupted. Please understand that we remain committed to their future (in/out of school, plus vocational 
training). As a result, we have constructed two temporary classrooms in our existing home, along with the purchase of desks, chairs, tables, and 
school supplies. The most significant outlay of funds will be the hiring of qualified teachers for on-site education. What we are undertaking re-
quires a significant financial cost. On a “good day” in Haiti, this can be a big challenge. With COVID-19, this is currently even more challeng-
ing.  
 
How can you help?  
We have a goal of raising $40,000 total for the purposes of underwriting our children’s 2020/2021 education, as well as replenishing our 
“rainy day fund” that is drying up because of the recent classroom construction at our home. We are elated to have a benefactor (from Califor-
nia) who is willing to match your contribution (up to the $20k limit), which means that your contribution, plus their match of your contribution, 
would get us to our $40k goal. We plan to reach our goal by December 31, 2020, of course with your help.  
Will you please consider supporting our project with a donation to support any of the positions below:  

Total teacher stipends for this project will be ~$33,325, which is included in our $40k goal.  
You can take comfort that I and our board are fully committed to this project, and will oversee it to assure its sustainability. I will also be invest-
ing significantly to this project, including travel to Haiti when it is safe.  
Many thanks for your prayerful consideration, and please let me know if you have any questions. Included is our Year in Review as well as the 
link (below) for the “Donate” option on our home page. If you prefer, please send your check (payable to “CHOAIDS”) to my home address.  
 

Yours in Christian love and service,  

  Principal (3 days/wk) $3,000 *Part-time  · 8th grade** $3,675  

· Principal (2 days/wk) $3,000 *Part-time  · 9th grade** $4,375  

· 1st and 2nd grades* $1,875  · Higher Level I* $6,125  

· 3rd and 4th grades* $1,875  · Higher Level II* $2,450  

· 5th and 6th grades* $1,875  . Or a more do-able contribution $______  

· 7th grade** $5,075   
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December 
 
12/02 KELLY McMahan 
12/06 LEE Kress 
12/10 MIKE McHale 
12/15 JACKI  Massey 
12/17 HARVEY Rieth 
12/22 THOMAS Pena 
12/23 JILL Herron 
12/23 HOLLY Maki 
12/23 MARGY Millis 
12/26 THOMAS Hissem 

February 
 
02/02 J. Clifford German 
02/02 BILL Lee 
02/06 Zachariah LeBrun 
02/09 Phil Presutto 
02/10 STEVEN Herron 
02/14 NANCY Bliss 
02/15 LAURA Decker 
02/21 Ellie Ann Tansey 
02/23 MARCIA Schnabel 
02/23 MEGAN Tansey 
02/25 DALE Grygier 
02/26 SYLVIE Gadness 

January 
01/02 Heather Blackburn 
01/07 RICHELLE VanSickel 
01/08 DAWN Grygier 
01/10 MARJORIE Fowler 
01/10 BETTY Geib 
01/17 JEANNE Pauly 
01/18 LOIS Babson 
01/18 JACOB Habeck 
01/19 DEBBY Zanglin 
01/21 SALLY Davis 
01/24 Kendra Behner 
01/26 Roger Skelley-Watts 
01/27 Mark Fowler 
01/31 DONALD McDonald 

Pastoral Care & Emergency Contact Information 
If you need to get in touch with Pastor Allison LeBrun please call the  

parsonage at 440-967-6474 

You can also email to: pastor@vermiliongrace.com 
 

Please don’t assume we know about your personal health issues, emergencies, etc..   

If you don’t contact us or have a member of your family contact us, we probably won’t 
be aware of your needs. 

 
 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  
 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS FOR BOTH PASTOR ALLISON 
& SUEELLEN HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED—IF YOU NEED 

TO GET IN CONTACT WITH SOMEONE PLEASE EI-
THER CALL & LEAVE A MESSAGE OR EMAIL US! 

 

 
 
 

 
Notes on the Pastor's Schedule 

 
 

Pastor Allison's family day is Monday.  
 

Pastor Allison will return from her maternity leave Tuesday, December 8th & Wednesday, December 9th 

Pastor Allison will be on vacation Thursday, December 10th thru Sunday, December 13th 

Pastor Skip Myers will be preaching on Sunday December 13th. 

 

Grace UMC’s Mission Statement:  
 

To Invite All into a Joyous & Caring Christian Community 
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              Grace United Methodist Church 
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