Grace United Methodist Church Invites You to…

Come Worship with us…
Grace United Methodist Church
13406 W. Lake Rd., Vermilion OH 44089
Phone: 440-967-5206

Email: office@vermiliongrace.com
@vermiliongrace

Get Social with Grace:

Website: vermiliongrace.com

MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND—LABOR DAY WEEKEND:
WORSHIP BY THE WATER AT SHEROD PARK—9:00AM
DUE TO THE CURRENT HEALTH CRISIS WE WILL BE LIVESTREAMING THE 9:00AM WORSHIP BY THE WATER
SERVICE ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE AT—WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/VERMILIONGRACE

July—August 2021

Grace Notes—Bi-Monthly
Pastor’s Place

Because I believe that Spirit-blown winds are
filling the sails of our church here at Grace United
Methodist Church. Over the past two years we had
a team dedicated to helping us discern who we are
as a church community, the gifts that God has given us, and where the Spirit is leading us. The work
this team has produced (including a mission statement, four shared values, a strategy, new
measures, and a one-year vision goal) fills me with
passion for the ministry that’s growing here and excitement for the new things to come.
God is at work within and through us, pushing
the boat of our church into a new chapter of ministry, setting us a sail to live out our mission of inviting all into a joyous and caring Christian community. And so...it’s time to say “All Aboard!”

One of my favorite images in Grace’s sanctuary
is the boat on the water in the stained glass window. A boat has long been a historic image of the
Church. After all, Jesus told his disciples to be fishers of people. He spent much of his life and ministry on a boat with his disciples. And it was on a boat
he calmed the wind and the waves, protecting
those on the vessel with him. When we view the
church as a boat we can remember our call to
share the Gospel. We can be reminded of the stories of Jesus. And we can remember that wherever
the wind of this life is too strong and the waves of
this world too tumultuous...Jesus is still with us,
guiding and protecting his Church universal.
So yes, this is
my favorite image in our
sanctuary plus, we like
lake and nautical themed imagery here at
Grace! So it’s a
win-win. And I
was thinking of
the image of
the church as a
boat when we
decided to call
our upcoming
church event
the “All Aboard”
Picnic.

You’re invited to our All Aboard Vision Picnic, Wednesday, July 28th from 5:30-7:00PM.
Enjoy fellowship and food while celebrating the
work of the vision team and getting on-board with
the exciting things happening at Grace. Trust me
when I say, if you can help it, you do not want to
miss this...and that’s not even to mention the food
coming from grill master Joe McDonald or the table
full of desserts to share (food is provided but you
can bring a dessert if you’d like!)
Come to the All Aboard Picnic and you’ll leave
with both your stomach and your heart filled.
So...you coming aboard?

Pastor Allison
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Wave Crashers (Youth Group) News
Pastor Allison LeBrun
We will meet for a cookout and hangout at the church on Wednesday, July 21st from Noon1:30PM.
Please let Pastor Allison know before July 20th if your youth plans to attend!
August details TBA
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Worship Information
Pastor Allison LeBrun
Here is the worship schedule for the next couple of months:
Sunday, July 4: Celebration of Holy Communion
(You are invited to bring your own elements (bread/crackers, juice) for you and your family to
Worship by the Water or to worship online. For visitors or those who forget, we will have extra
supplies available)
Sunday, July 11: Guest preacher, The Rev. Roger Skelley-Watts
Sunday, July 18: Guest preacher, The Rev. Skip Meyers
Sunday, July 25: Start of a 4 Week Sermon series on our Mission: “To Invite”
Sunday, August 1: Celebration of Holy Communion
(See above note about elements), Sermon series: “All”
Sunday, August 8: Celebration of Confirmation, Sermon series: “Into a Joyous and Caring”
Sunday, August 15: Sermon series: “Christian Community”
Sunday, August 22: Celebration of Baptism
Sunday, August 29: Blessing of the Animals
Sunday, September 5: Celebration of Holy Communion
(See above note about elements), Last Worship by the Water of the Season
Sunday, September 12: Goal for re-entry into the sanctuary, more details to come

7:50 Prayer
Pastor Allison LeBrun

God of our Lives,
as we enter into summer and our Worship by the Water season,
open our eyes and hearts to your goodness.
May your loving care radiate out from us, warming all we meet.
May we be messengers of your light, your love, and your joy.
Through the gift of each day, may we, your Church,
and all in our community be invited in to experience revival, renewal,
and abundant life.
In Jesus’s name, Amen.
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Council Chair’s Chat
Dawn Grygier—Council Chairperson

I love being a United Methodist.
Our communal beliefs and practices mean so much to me and diving in to study all
of the nuances is fascinating and affirming. I have shared the Three Simple Rules
with you before but one of the other major aspect of our faith is our social creed.
What follows is a litany to the social creed which is found in our Book of Discipline.
I hope it means as much to you as it does to me.

A Companion Litany to our Social Creed
God in the Spirit revealed in Jesus Christ, calls us by grace
to be renewed in the image of our Creator, that we may be one in divine love for the world.
Today is the day God cares for the integrity of creation, wills the healing and wholeness of all life,
weeps at the plunder of earth’s goodness.
And so shall we.
Today is the day God embraces all hues of humanity, delights in diversity and difference, favors
solidarity transforming strangers into friends.
And so shall we.
Today is the day God cries with the masses of starving people, despises growing disparity between rich and poor, demands justice for workers in the marketplace.
And so shall we.
Today is the day God deplores violence in our homes and streets, rebukes the world’s warring
madness, humbles the powerful and lifts up the lowly.
And so shall we.
Today is the day God calls for nations and peoples to live in peace, celebrates where justice and
mercy embrace, exults when the wolf grazes with the lamb.
And so shall we.
Today is the day God brings good news to the poor, proclaims release to the captives,
gives sight to the blind, and sets the oppressed free. And so shall we.
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Finance News
Brice Blackman—Finance Chair

GENEROSITY
One of the foundations of Grace United Methodist Church is generosity. We ask for your time, your talents, and
your financial support repeatedly.
We want to thank all of you for your generosity, both before and during the pandemic. We
hope it will continue as we return to normal in the next few months.
Regarding financial support, we want to mention that if you currently own stocks or bonds
that have appreciated in value, you might consider donating them directly to the church, or to
other charities. By donating the securities, rather than selling them and donating the proceeds,
you can save the taxes on the gains. You still get credit for the full amount of the contribution.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the church office. Thanks.
You Are Invited!
What: All Aboard: Vision Sharing Picnic!
When: Wednesday, July 28th, 5:30-7:00PM
Where: Grace UMC, Bliss Pavilion
What can I bring: Yourself, family or a friend,
Please contact Dawn Grygier to coordinate bringing a salad or dessert.
What is it again?: Our favorite things as Methodists,
FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP! Plus a chance to hear firsthand about the
Spirit-filled work of the Vision Team AND the exciting steps that we'll be taking
as a church over the next year. It's really a celebration of Grace and where God is
taking us!

Oh, and did we mention a drawing with prizes?: We did now!

Worship by the Water - Here We Come for Our Sixteenth Season!
That's right Worship by the Water is a GO for this summer and we couldn't be more excited!
After a season off due to community health concerns and permit issues, we are more eager than ever to worship
with each other at Sherod Park, on the shores of our beautiful Lake Erie!
What do you need to know? Not much! Bring your chair or a blanket to sit on, as always .
On Communion Sundays (first Sunday of the month), we will ask you to bring your own communion elements
too...(but we'll have some extra in case you forget and for visitors).
Lastly, as people are sitting we ask that you respect the distance of your neighbor and leave space between households. At this point, you all know the deal!
We will be livestreaming Worship by the Water to our Facebook page too!
May our worship this summer be filled with joy and love! See you at the lake!
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Trustee TidBits
John Heideman— Trustee Chair
Trustees’ primary activity during May/June has been keeping up with the grass mowing around the
church. During May, some lawn rolling and weed killer application was accomplished.
On June 5th, the Trustees had a Spring Cleanup-day. Bushes were trimmed, weeds disposed of and
15 cubic yards of mulch were spread around the entire church and parsonage front landscape.
Fourteen to fifteen people showed up to help out. It was very successful. And the efforts of this
group of people was much appreciated. We hope you notice how nice the church exterior looks.
Updated fresh flowers have been planted in the prayer garden in the two pots on the entrance to
the pavilion.
Coming up, it is planned to stain the pavilion and prayer garden posts sometime in the August/September
timeframe. We have a willow tree that is half dead in the front yard of the church. Estimates and recommendations
are being considered on what to do with this tree, if anything, this summer.

Grace’s Annual Yard Sale—Update—Please Read!
Carolyn Hill - Coordinator
Because of Covid 19, we have not been in our church for over a year. With that in mind, the Ad. Board has
opted for an alterna ve sale, i.e. more like a ﬂea market!
Hopefully, this will give you a chance to rid yourself of the "stuﬀ" you've been pu'ng aside for the church!
Please gather your sale items at home, mark them PRICED TO SELL as everyone LOVES a bargain! Come to
the church parking lot/pavilion on August 14 at approximately 8am. There will be tables in place for you to set
out your items YOURSELF. The sale will run from 9-3. You will need bags and money for change, etc. Hopefully,
all the proﬁts from your table will be given to Grace. (No food will be available, so pack a lunch! We will be selling water.)
A@er the sale, please re-box your remaining items, TAKE THEM HOME, or donate them to Goodwill or ReStore. These businesses are in Vermilion, Amherst, and Sandusky. ReStore beneﬁts Habitat for Humanity.
PLEASE!!! PLEASE!!! Do NOT drop oﬀ items at the church before the day of the sale. We do not have the
man power to deal with dropped oﬀ items. If you cannot sell that day, YOU will need to ﬁnd someone to man a
table with your "stuﬀ!" Another alterna ve would be to combine your things on a table with another church
member and share the duty. Call a church friend, make it a day of fellowship. Again, EACH PERSON WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THEIR TABLE AND ITEMS...no excep ons!
We know that this will not be to everyone's liking. However, we have been unable to ﬁnd anyone willing to
take on the responsibility of organizing our tradi onal sale. Giving up two months of the summer is diﬃcult with
an aging congrega on. We worry about the health of everyone. Your understanding is GREATLY appreciated.
Please call Carolyn Hill (963-9512 or 440-242-8530) if you want to reserve a table. Also, if you can volunteer
that day, please let Carolyn know. Ques ons??? Direct them to Carolyn. Thank you so very much. Prayers for
good weather and that this will be successful! Again, thank you!
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Mission Moment
Debby Zanglin—Mission Team Coordinator

If you read on, YOU are entering a Mission Field!
Mission Moment/Noisy Bucket
For the June 27th Noisy Bucket, Grace UMC collected paper product donations during the month of June which helped
to supply the needs of Salvation Army. Pastor Allison blessed the products at Worship by the Water before they migrated to Salvation Army. Thanks to all who donated toilet paper, paper towels, facial tissue, picnic paper supplies or diapers.
Just an F.Y.I. - Salvation Army also needs volunteer help on Tuesday mornings to assist with unloading food
deliveries. If you might like to volunteer, we can put you in touch. Email Debby Zanglin to get Salvation Army contact information- dzanglin@gmail.com
July 18th Noisy Bucket—Let's Get Real at Worship by the Water (WBTW):
Let's Get Real, Inc. is a
501(c)3 non profit Recovery Community Organization based in Lorain, OH. They opened their doors in August
of 2013 in Vermilion, OH. Let's Get Real's mission is to provide information, education, and resource assistance
to families and loved ones in their journey from addiction to recovery. The drug epidemic (particularly opiate prescriptions and heroin) is taking over our local and state cities at an alarming rate. Overdoses are the leading
cause of accidental death surpassing even automobile accidents. Their Executive Director, Kim Eberle, a recovering addict herself,
will give a short talk at WBTW July 18th.

“Shingle Jingle”
Roof Fund Update

Ronald McDonald House: Saving those pull-tabs for Ronald
McDonald House? Some certainly are!
Grace UMC has collected over 18 POUNDS of tabs, even
during COVID restrictions.
Total collected to date is over 128 pounds. It does add
up! Bring tabs to the jar in the Mission Center (West Entrance). Lewis Strama gave a talk on the Ronald McDonald
House to the congregation certainly had an effect! Thanks Lewis.

$50,000
$45,000
$40,000
$35,000
$30,000
$25,000
$20,000
$15,000
$10,000
$5,000

Salvation Army appreciates those egg cartons which keep
coming in. They use them to divide bulk eggs into cartons for
distribution. Leave them in the Mission Center and Diane Urdzik
makes sure they get to Salvation Army.

Thank You!
We are an amazing church…a joyous and caring
Christian community!

As of Easter Sunday 2021 we are

at $24,026.25
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We want to thank everyone
who has donated to the Roof
Fund. We are almost halfway
to our goal, having received
$24,246 so far. This is a multi year project, with our goal of
$50,000, hopefully before we
need to replace the roof.
If you are interested in contributing to the roof fund all you
need to do is mark “roof fund”
on your check or envelope.
Thanks for remembering
the "Shingle Jingle!"

Staff Parish Relations Update
John Hill—SPR Chairperson
Our committee is in the process of reviewing and updating all our staff positions, which include Secretary-Treasurer
(Sueellen), Custodian (Ashley Knox), Pianist/Accompanist (Brooke Szymusiak), and Choir Director. This includes their job
description (in our Personnel Manual), roles, responsibilities, expectations, time commitments, and compensation. Each
position is on its own particular schedule and time basis for completion. Each will be reviewed by our committee as they
become available for review.
Pastor Allison's position is already outlined in the United Methodist Book of Discipline.
Because of it's critical nature, we are initially focusing on Sueellen's position, which involves many critical operational
aspects of our church. There are many "moving parts" with regard to this position - Finance/bookkeeping, communication with members, committees and church leadership, our weekly bulletin, our bi-monthly newsletter, overseeing Sunday's live-streaming technology, etc. SPR has moved to expand her job description and hours to take on tasks related to
technology. We are also organizing a volunteer team to assist in the office. Many thanks to Sharon Herzer, who has taken the lead on this, as well as our church Finance Committee and Ad. Board approval of expanding the scope, hours, and
compensation for this position. Questions and comments should be sent to me @ 440-858-7669c, 440-963-9512h,
or degaje98@gmail.com. Thank you!

Grace Office Volunteer Opportunities
Sharon Herzer—SPR Member
Our church is venturing into some exciting times.
In order to make the excitement happen, the church needs volunteers to assist with administrative office work.
Please consider how you can assist the church with this need and how many hours you could regularly give.
SPR is working to establish tasks to appeal to different interests, talents, and skills.
Please pray about how you can be a part of this.
Keep tuned for more to come.
If you are interested or have further questions, contact John Hill, Sharon Herzer, or Pastor Allison.

Sueellen’s Vacation Information
Sueellen Bruhn—Secretary/Treasurer
As you see from the SPR articles on this page the committee members have been busy working together with me to
revise the part-time Secretary/Treasurer position I hold at Grace. Thank you all of you for taking the time to work these
details out!
As the details are being worked out I hit a very important milestone in my life the month of August—let’s just say “I
will no longer be able to say ‘I am in my fifties!’” I will be taking the month off to celebrate!
During the month of August there will be various volunteers helping keep things going in the office, etc. If you have
a prayer concern for the email chain during the month Pastor Allison will be taking care of them.
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THANK YOU!
Dear Grace Family,
Thank you all so much for your thoughtfulness during my transplant recovery and other hospitalizations. Your cards, calls, meals, gifts, and prayers meant so very much to me. I feel so blessed to have your
support and to be part of GUMC.
With many blessings, Rachel Shattuck
Dear Friends,
Thank you for being such a healing presence through your words and cards following the death of my
wife Lois.
Sincerely, Al Hubler
Dear Friends,
Your support during my recovery from hip surgery was so appreciated! Your prayers, cards, calls, and
meals are very much a part of my recovery! You strengthened my physical body and supported my spiritual
soul as I put my efforts toward recovery. Many thanks for all that you do to support me and each other.
Sharon Herzer
Dear Faithful Livestream Attenders,
Thank you so much for faithfully worshipping with us this past year with our Livestreamed service! We
appreciate your patience with us while we work out all the technical kinks with livestreaming from our Worship by the Water service at 9:00AM Sunday mornings from Sherod Park. This past Sunday we finally had
it working completely, and then the wind kicked up and we understand the sound was compromised with the
wind. We will continue to try to improve this service! Thank you for livestreaming with us! Sueellen

Generosity Corner
Pastor Allison LeBrun
On the last Sunday of June, I blessed the donated paper products for the Salvation Army during Worship
by the Water. As I prayed over them I asked that the givers of these items would be blessed as well as those
receiving them. It made me think how both giving and receiving are blessings and we go through seasons in
our lives where sometimes we are blessed to be able to give and sometimes we are blessed to receive. Both
giving and receiving can fill us with gratitude for that which we have and for the kindness of others. If you are
in a season where you are able to give, I would invite you to count your blessings and give with thanksgiving,
praising God. If you are in a season of your life where you are in need to receive, please let the church or pastor know how we can bless you in this time. Whatever season you are in, I give thanks for you.
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July
07/02
07/03
07/03
07/04
07/04
07/04
07/05
07/06
07/07
07/10
07/17
07/20
07/21
07/26
07/31
07/31

HAROLD Schafer
JOHN Herrington
ALFRED Hubler
Mary Strama
Betty Oxley
NANCY A. Guthrie
NANCY Fulper
MARIA Jones
CAROL Stefan
DOLORES Stinson
KAREN Clark
RICHARD Arndt
SHARON Cyran
BARBARA Gross
CATHY Bennett
Kevin Miller

August

September

08/01
08/02
08/06
08/07
08/09
08/10
08/10
08/12
08/12
08/12
08/13
08/14
08/14
08/14
08/16
08/17
08/19
08/19
08/21
08/22
08/24
08/24
08/26
08/27

09/03
09/03
09/04
09/05
09/11
09/11
09/18
09/19
09/23
09/24
09/26
09/27

Riley Tansey
Nancy German
ROBERT Smith
DOTTIE Presutto
WILLIAM Decker
JOHN Hill
AMBER Strama
MARJORIE Dean
JOE VanSickel
JOYCE Uchtman
Mike George
Sueellen Bruhn
RACHEL Shattuck
JEFFREY Brown
Stephen Ferenczy
SUSAN Brown
LINDA Cantu
Robert Behner
BARBARA Heideman
Jim Gross
JOYCE Sherwood
GLORIA Hendricks
NICHOLAS Habeck
LORI Ferenczy

Carol McHale
IDA McMahan Sr.
LYN Blackman
LEWIS Strama
Agnes LeBrun
Howl VanSickel
KURT Repola
Sandra Flittner
Robert Smith III
MAX Repola
JUDY Doll
Harlan Chapman

Grace UMC’s Mission Statement:
To Invite All into a Joyous & Caring Christian Community
Pastoral Care & Emergency Contact Information
If you need to get in touch with Pastor Allison LeBrun please call the
parsonage at 440-967-6474
You can also email to: pastor@vermiliongrace.com
Please don’t assume we know about your personal health issues, emergencies, etc..
If you don’t contact us or have a member of your family contact us, we probably won’t be
aware of your needs.

PLEASE NOTE:
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS FOR SUEELLEN HAVE RESUMED!
Calling ahead for an appointment is strongly encouraged but not necessary!
Monday, Wednesday & Friday’s—9:30AM—2:30PM
Volunteers will be filling in the month of August for Sueellen, please call before stopping in!

Notes on the Pastor's Schedule
Pastor Allison's family day is Monday.
Pastor Allison is off July 5 - 18th
The Rev. Mindy Quellhorst is on-call for pastoral emergencies.
She can be reached at 330-717-5357 or 440-967-5212
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