Grace United Methodist Church Invites You to…

Come Worship with us…
Grace United Methodist Church
13406 W. Lake Rd., Vermilion OH 44089
Phone: 440-967-5206
Get Social with Grace:

@vermiliongrace

Email: office@vermiliongrace.com

Website: vermiliongrace.com

YouTube—Vermilion Grace

2022 Winter Worship Schedule—Labor Day Weekend thru Memorial Day Weekend
10:15 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary—w/Children’s Sunday School
Masks are required to attend this service
Family Room for babies & parents in Room 4, Toddler Room for infants thru 3 in Room 6
10:15AM Worship in the Sanctuary is being livestreamed & recorded on our
facebook page, Website & You Tube!

December 2021 - January 2022

Grace Notes—Bi-Monthly
Pastor’s Place

So be it.
And may I always remember that you, O
God, and I belong to each other. Amen.”

In the pages of this newsletter you are going to
find a lot of information about Advent and Christmas. However, after December 25th, I still want
these pieces of paper to be relevant to your life.

On New Year’s Eve or Day, I would invite you to
pray this prayer on your home as you spend time
Therefore I want to share about a lesser known reflecting on the previous year, where God has
part of our Wesleyan tradition, the Covenant Rebeen active in your life through it, and consider
newal Service. This traditional service takes place what God is calling you toward in the coming year.
on New Year’s Eve, Day, or the first Sunday of the
new year. It is a time to reflect back on the past
After this prayer, the service liturgy gives five
year, give thanks to God, look forward to the next
pieces of practical advice to help you live into this
year and commit yourself again to God.
prayer in the coming year. I will summarize them for
you now.
At the heart of this service is a prayer called the
Wesleyan Covenant Prayer. It has some dated lanRegular schedule time to be alone with God.
guage so here is a modern paraphrase:
Use this time for prayer, reflection, and the reading
of Scripture. Moreover, use this time to discern
“I am not my own self-made, self-reliant huwhat God is asking of you and to listen for God’s
man being.
voice.
In truth, O God, I am Yours.
Allow yourself to be lost in the wonder and majesty
of God.
Make me into what You will.
Trust in God’s promises above all else.
Make me a neighbor with those whom You
will.
Commit yourself to be faithful to God. Make
God a priority in your life.
Guide me on the easy path for You.
Never be afraid to come back to God, to recomGuide me on the rocky road for You.
mit,
to start again, to return to Love.
Whether I am to step up for You or step
aside for You;
Happy New Year - may it be a season of blessWhether I am to be lifted high for You or
ings and living into God’s Abundant Life for you.
brought low for You;
Pastor Allison
Whether I become full or empty, with all
things or with nothing;
I give all that I have and all that I am for You.
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2021 Pastor’s Report for Charge Conference
Pastor Allison LeBrun
Pastor’s Report - Charge Conference 2021
Allison LeBrun - Vermilion Grace United Methodist Church

It has been a blessing to serve Grace United Methodist Church in this pivotal year as we seek to
live out our mission to invite all into a joyous and caring Christian community.
The year 2020 brought many challenges to Grace, as it did almost every religious community, due
to the Covid-19 pandemic. Grace adapted quickly and well and we continue to adapt to move into the
future. The year 2020 also brought my maternity leave and the church adjusted faithfully and with
Grace to continue vital ministry in my absence. Since 2019, a vision team has been working at Grace
and part of that fruitful work was to identify our shared values. In 2020 and into 2021, we saw those
named values being lived out among us stronger than ever, especially persistence through resilience that through the good and bad we hold fast to God and each other.
Our mission statement (to invite all into a joyous and caring congregation) was introduced to the
congregation in the latter half of 2020 and the full work of our vision team including our mission statement, four shared values, strategy, measures, and one year vision goal was introduced to the congregation in 2021 through a sermon series, church-wide picnic with presentations, and a special edition of
the newsletter.
Our one year vision goal (hope to be completed by May 2022) is “In order to strengthen and build
new relationships inside and outside the church, we will organize ourselves into 9 belonging groups
that interact with the larger Vermilion community at least four times a year.”
We are already taking many steps toward completing this goal and in doing the work of vision dripping. We are currently organizing and recruiting church members for small groups as well as sharing
the work of the vision team, our mission, with the congregation.
2021 also brought us many other ministries and milestones to celebrate. We returned to Worship by
the Water after a season off due to city health regulations around Covid-19. We re-entered our sanctuary (masked) in September. We confirmed one youth who asked to go through a private confirmation
class and we started two other youth through the process. We baptized my daughter. And we accepted
a new member into the church through profession of faith.
We reached halfway on our roof campaign goal. We started a new Random Acts of Kindness ministry. We have worked toward our Reach-Teach-Bless pledge for Africa University. We expanded the job
description of our secretary-treasurer to include duties related to technology. We are finding new ways
for disciples to live out their faith through helping in the office, helping with live streaming, and other opportunities.
We also have approved a Director of Spiritual Formation for Children and Youth staff position. This
position is a part-time position that has pledged salary funding for three years to help us in our ministry
to children and youth.
Our shared mission statement is spurring us on at Grace, giving us direction and purpose in our
ministry. We are hopeful and trusting in God as we look toward 2022.
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Wave Crashers (Youth Group) News
Pastor Allison LeBrun
In October we had 2 youth complete the first of three confirmation retreats for the year.
They participated along with 4 adult volunteers from our church to learn about their faith.
Pray for them as we go through the rest of the year together!
THURSDAY, December 2, 5-7:30PM: Caroling at Light Up Vermilion
(In lieu of youth group on Sunday, December 5th)
A church-wide goal for all our small groups (and that includes youth group) is to interact
with our larger Vermilion community at least 4 times a year. We will invite other church
members as well to walk around downtown with us and sing Christmas carols as we go. If
you’re worried about not being “musical” come along anyway, bring a friend, have some
hot chocolate and enjoy the company and Christmas lights.
Meet at the church at 5:30PM and carpool downtown to go carol as a part of Light Up Vermilion.
ALL CHURCHES MEMBERS WELCOME TO CAROL. Contact Pastor Allison to let her know you’ll be
joining us.
Sunday, December 19, 4-5PM: Senior High Discussion Hour
Sunday, December 19, 5-6:30PM: Youth Group Annual Christmas Party!!!
Our annual Christmas party celebration! We will play Christmas themed games, have a white elephant gift
exchange (Under 10 dollars! - Talk to Pastor Allison if you need help with this and the church can provide extra
gifts), and enjoy lots of Christmas snacks. We will have a faith based discussion as well.

Advent and Christmas Worship: Close to Home
Pastor Allison LeBrun
“When something hits close to home, it affects us deeply. During the Advent and Christmas season, we journey through scriptures and rituals that are tender, heavy with emotion, and vulnerable. We carry the memories and truths of this season close to our hearts.
The Close to Home theme acknowledges the “already but not yet” tension of our faith:
Emmanuel is with us, and yet, God’s promised day—our everlasting home—is not fully
realized. It names our deep longing for God to come close to us.
The Advent and Christmas scriptures are rich with home metaphors and imagery. In these
scriptures, home is both physical and metaphorical, something we seek and something
we are called to build. In many ways, these scriptures are like blueprints—detailing the
dreams of a God who makes a home with us. Ultimately, God is our home and resting
place. God draws near and makes a home on earth; sacred ground is all around us.
This Advent, may we be comforted by the One who dwells intimately with us. May we expand safety and sanctuary for everyone wandering far from home. May we come home—
wherever home is found—to live fully with joy, hope, and courage.”
Sunday, November 28th: First Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 5th: Second Sunday of Advent, Holy Communion
Sunday, December 12th: Third Sunday of Advent
Sunday, December 18th: Fourth Sunday of Advent
Friday, December 24th, 7:00PM: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Holy
Communion
Sunday, December 26th: Lessons and Carols
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Now Hiring
Pastor Allison LeBrun
Please share the following job description with neighbors, coworkers, and anyone who may be interested.
To apply send resume to pastor@vermiliongrace.com

Director of Spiritual Formation for Children and Youth
Pay & Hours: 20,000/yr for 20 hrs/week
Job Duties:
Handle curriculum for children's Sunday school
Teach and/or train and equip Sunday School teachers
Update, implement, and supervise safe sanctuary policy and handle all medical and photo release forms for minors
Work with a team for yearly events for church and community (ex: Easter Egg Hunt, Trunk-or-Treat, Christmas
program, etc)
Work with the pastor to lead youth group and expand youth program (currently meeting twice a month, desire to
expand) including curriculum, activities, etc
Participate in Sunday morning worship & activities in consultation with the pastor
Plan and supervise yearly summer mission trip with youth group
Be involved in an average of one community event a week as a representative of Grace. Priority given to events
where our children and youth are active and present (Examples: Going to a play one of our youth is in, going
to a sporting event where our youth are competing, etc). Or, in the case of too many events per week/hours
would already be met, train and recruit volunteers to attend as part of the church. Attendance should be coupled with interaction with families and children/youth.
Lead monthly Christian Education team meeting
Other duties as assigned by pastor/SPR
Qualities
Has a Christian faith that is compatible with Wesleyan tradition and theology
Able to relate to and build good repertoire with children and youth as well as their families
Affirming of children and youth from a diverse set of backgrounds, home situations, sexual orientations, etc
Preferred experiences/education:
Past experiences or education in relation to education, children and youth, and/or church work
Benefits:
Ability to work from home or in-office when job duties don’t require individual to be onsight
A reimbursable account for work related mileage and expenses
2 weeks vacation a year plus comp time after annual youth mission trip
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Prayer for Advent Season
Pastor Allison LeBrun
God of Love & Life, may your goodness shine forth from our lives and illuminate our world with your
light. May the cold air and the early setting sun remind us to make our homes places of life, warmth,
and light. May our Church and our homes be places of sanctuary and refuge. Above all, as we celebrate the miracle of the incarnation, allow us to place our trust in you that we may unwaveringly carry
out our mission to invite all into a joyous and caring Christian community. Amen.

Poinsettia Orders Now Being Taken!
Taking orders for two sizes - $6.00 for a 4.5 inch & $10.00 for a 6 inch,
Please remember to indicate whether you are “Honoring or Remembering” the person(s) listed.
In order to have the names listed on our list the deadline to order is November 28, 2021.
Please mail your check and order forms or you can drop them off in the black mailbox at the east entrance.
You may either donate your poinsettia to a shut in or pick them up after the Christmas Eve Worship service.
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Finance News
Brice Blackman—Finance Chair
As we approach the holidays and the year end we are all inundated with requests for funds from any number of
charitable causes. If you ever donated money to some charity, you can pretty much count on getting a solicitation
from them at this time of year. Maybe several attempts even. And if you have given to a large number of charities,
you can rest assured that your mail box will be pretty full from now til Christmas, at least.
Some charitable organizations are very deserving, while others may not be. Some are very efficient, while others
raise money mostly to pay for their fund raising efforts. The organizations do varying amounts of real good.
So what about our church? The United Methodist Church works very hard to be a source of good around the world, having many programs that help to support people in need in many locations. The UMC is a global organization that does good
around the world, nationally, and even locally. From hurricane and natural disaster relief; to schools and education in impoverished parts of the world; to combatting (and eliminating!) malaria and other diseases; to, really, being the hands and feet of
Christ in this world! If we listed all the good our Church does, it would take every page of our newsletter. And that doesn't even
include the local mission and ministries of the UMC AND the good our little church does from Grace's Kitchen to Genesis
House, from CHOAIDS to Flat Rock and everything in between. Grace United supports many programs and ministries to help
make our community a better place to live. In addition to our missions and ministries supported locally, it takes a lot of money
to have and maintain a church such as ours. We have been grateful for all of the generous donations given to Grace over the
years. Unfortunately, every year it gets more expensive to operate. This year we are currently operating about six thousand dollars below our budget. Next year, we anticipate that things will be harder yet, based on our preliminary budget numbers.
What we are asking, is that when you get all those solicitations for donations from other charities, we hope you will consider
making an additional contribution to Grace also. Or, possibly an increase in your pledge for next year. Both will go a long way
toward making sure that our little church will be around for many years into the future, to continue the good work that it does,
year in and year out. Again, thanks for your support.

Expanded Livestream Viewing Capabilities Available!
Can’t join us?
“Come Worship with Us” Online!
Grace UMC has now launched a few more platforms to make it easier for anyone to watch our 10:15AM Worship in the
Sanctuary Livestream service. Below are the various ways you can now view our livestreams.
Make sure to tell your friends & family to look for Grace UMC on the web – whether on FaceBook, YouTube, Grace’s
website or if they have Roku, Apple TV or Fire TV they can download the Boxcast App and watch us there!
10:15AM “Livestream” Worship Instructions/Options:
Go to our website – vermiliongrace.com to access the Grace Notes weekly to follow along during the livestream service.

Facebook Live – go to www.facebook.com/vermiliongrace - You do not need to have a Facebook account to
access the livestream (the livestream will begin at 10:10AM)

YouTube – go to YouTube and search for our channel - Vermilion Grace (livestream will begin at 10:10AM)
Grace’s Website – go to vermiliongrace.com (livestream will begin at 10:10AM)
Boxcast App – download the app if you have Roku, Apple TV or Fire TV from their app store and search for our
channel – Vermilion Grace UMC – Vermilion, Ohio (livestream will begin at 10:10AM)
Online Giving Link Instructions: (We also have a link on our Facebook page, just click the “Learn More” button on the top right and
also on our Website – vermiliongrace.com, just click the “Contribute” button on the right)
Tithe.ly Link - To go to our online giving option at Tithe.ly – (you do not need to setup an account to contribute) go to https://
tithe.ly/give?c=1310221
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Race Relations in Our Community
John Hill— Mission Team Member
While perusing the October issue of "Firelands Flame" I happened upon an opportunity to immerse myself in a topic that I continue to find
compelling, that being ways help me better understand how I (we) can better navigate the topic of race relations in our community. The forum
was led by Michael Anthony Howard (a member of the United Church of Christ), supported by Will Fenton Jones (Director of Multicultural Vitality, UMC East Ohio Conference), and Lisa Richards, Willoughby UMC.
On October 24th, I participated in the first monthly discussion, thinking that YOU might also find this educational and helpful in the future. We were first asked to draw our "neighborhood" - Streets, trees, homes, schools, rivers, lakes, businesses, etc., then present it to the
group via ZOOM. To me, my "neighborhood" was the churches that serve Vermilion - UCC, Methodists, Catholics, Baptists, Lutherans, nondenominationals, and those unchurched.
The first session encompassed four topics:
1. What our neighborhood is (what we value)
2. Asset-based Community Development - Relationships; What is personally important to me?; Associational (churches - close knit groups);
Institutional (hospitals)
3. Resilient Communities (What is important?) - Physical (roads, parks, storm sewers, etc.); Social (restaurants, cafes, etc.); Cultural considerations
4. What is a "Beloved Community"? (A theological framework - Where everyone has dignity)
5. Health Equity - Caring about the wellbeing of a community means more than access to healthcare, i.e. food, housing, our work environment, access to services, etc.
Our discussion then turned to the concept of "Interrogating our Community"
1. How does what we are doing relating to race?
2. How do we bring the rest of our congregation on board?
3. How will this fit into the spirituality of our congregation?
The above questions were basically offered for us to ponder in preparation for our next session(s).
And finally, we all agreed that "I have a Theological Mandate in helping my neighborhood to become more healthy and whole. We all felt
that this is an important statement to embrace as we continue this journey together.
I sincerely hope that you will join me for our next session, which will be on December 19th, 4:30-6:00pm (there is one on Nov. 21, but
after you receive this). I do not have the link, but will publish it in our weekly church bulletin. Please contact me if/when you have any questions, thoughts, etc.
In love, compassion, generosity, and service, John Hill—440-858-7669c

Trustee Tidbits
John Heideman—Trustee Chair
Trustees primary activity during October/November has been keeping up with the grass mowing around the church. A
willow tree in the church yard and a parsonage yard tree were trimmed. And all the bushes around the entire church were
trimmed for the Fall season.
In September, all the Pavilion and Prayer Garden posts were stained. Yard ruts in the easter portion of the church yard,
caused by the yard drain installation that occurred in 2020, were filled in with top soil and grass seed. A new evergreen bush
was planted to replace and old boxwood bush by the eastern church doors.
A new washer and dryer were installed in the parsonage. One of the old machines died and the old ones were determined
to be nineteen years old.
A major activity to be completed at the end of November is to winterize both lawn mowers. That is planned for the last
week of November. Then next is to prepare for snow removal for the sidewalks and parking lot during the winter months.
Finally, the parsonage is scheduled to have a partial roof repair and replacement for the rear roof behind the garage and
around the fireplace chimney planned for around the end of November.
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Mission Moment
Debby Zanglin—Mission Team Coordinator

If you read on, YOU are entering a Mission Field!
Mission Moment/Noisy Bucket
Genesis House reports they were running low on inventory for "A Safe
Night's Sleep" when Grace came to the rescue. Joe McDoanld and Bill Decker delivered an awesome van full of items
that Grace collected throughout October. Thanks to all
who contributed items.
Random Acts of Kindness (RAK): Remember when Grace
handed out gift cards at Main Street Beach for free ice cream
bars from the Shore Thing shack? We are doing it again. In January we will hand our RAK gift cards at
the concession stand at a Vermilion High School basketball game. We will be looking for 6-8 people from
Grace to be "guest" RAK concessionaires along with the Athletic Club Boosters. Should be fun - go to a game, cheer Vermilion on and "pass kindness on.” Look for a sign up announcement after the New Year.

“Shingle Jingle”
Roof Fund Update

Ring the Bell for the Salvation Army
There are still openings to “Ring the Bell” on
Friday, December 10th and Friday, December
17th at the Vermilion Farm Market. The sign-up
sheets are by the Church Office. You can do
either one or two hour shifts.

$50,000
$45,000
$40,000
$35,000
$30,000
$25,000
$20,000
$15,000
$10,000
$5,000

Christmas Joy Tree
On Sunday, November 21st we will be putting up the
Christmas Joy Tree when we decorate the Church for the
Christmas Season. We have twenty names of children and
youth from which to choose. When you choose a name,
sign the board that you have taken the name. Bring your
gifts back in a plastic bag, unwrapped with the name tag
attached. Put the bag by the tree. It would be good to
bring your gifts back to the church before Friday, December 17th so the Salvation can get them to the families.

As of October 31, 2021
the balance is $26,626.25
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Thank You!
We are an amazing church…a
joyous and caring Christian
community!
We want to thank everyone who
has donated to the Roof
Fund. We are a little over halfway to our goal, having received
$26,626.25 so far. This is a multi
year project, with our goal of
$50,000, hopefully before we
need to replace the roof.
If you are interested in contributing to the roof fund all you
need to do is mark “roof fund”
on your check or envelope.

Thanks for remembering
the "Shingle Jingle!"

CHOAIDS
John Hill - Mission Team

While I have not been able to travel to Haiti since January, 2020 (and to Port-au-Prince going on 3 years, where the
kids live), my heart has "traveled" there many times since.
I know that our children, and Haiti, have been on your hearts and minds recently, with the abduction of 17 missionaries. While we continue to pray for those in harm's way, our children remain safe, relatively healthy (after all, they are
HIV+), comfortable, receiving their meds, in (home) school, showing their mutual love and support.
Unfortunately, and because of the violence and uncertainty there, only the staff are able to venture outside the walls,
to obtain food, meds, and supplies. Please continue to pray for the (now) 31 children of CHOAIDS, and those that support them. Thank you for your prayers of concern as well as your financial support.

Grace Office Volunteer Opportunities
Sharon Herzer—SPR Member
Administrative Office Work Volunteer:
Our church is venturing into some exciting times.
In order to make the excitement happen, the church needs volunteers to assist with administrative office work.
Please consider how you can assist the church with this need and how many hours you could regularly give.
SPR is working to establish tasks to appeal to different interests, talents, and skills.
Please pray about how you can be a part of this.
Keep tuned for more to come.
If you are interested or have further questions, contact John Hill, Sharon Herzer, or Pastor Allison.

Other Volunteer Opportunities
Sunday School Teacher Volunteer:
Looking for Sunday School teachers, one Sunday a month, everything will be ready for you on the Sunday before you teach.
If you are interested in connecting with our kids, or if you have any questions please call Dawn Grygier at 216-598-6757.
A background check done by Grace will be required if you don’t already have one on file.

Sound Volunteer:
Please consider becoming part of our Sound/Video Volunteer Team.
It is very easy to learn how to run the PowerPoint slides, video or sound equipment.
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THANK YOU!
Sincere thanks to the Grace's Kitchen food preparers from Grace UMC who meet the first Tuesday of the
month at Trinity Lutheran to prepare food for the carry out dinners they distribute. Cathy Bennett and Ellen O'Hara are the Co-Chairs of this blessed "serving our community" group. In December Cathy will be asking for additional volunteers to help through the winter months. Sign up at church or call the office and leave
a 'I want to be a Grace's Kitchen volunteer' message.
The Red Kettle Campaign is back. Grace is ringing the bell at the Farm Market on Friday the Dec. 10th
and 17th. Stop by and thank our Grace "ringers" and consider a donation. 100% of the Red Kettle donations stay in Vermilion.
A heartfelt thank you to those who helped prepare the carry out dinners and desserts for the Christmas
meals that were delivered to 10 Flat Rock homes Dec. 3rd.

Advent and Christmas Resources
Pastor Allison LeBrun
Advent and Christmas are right around the corner! Visit our Advent/Christmas station for all the accompanying supplies.
1. Grab a daily Advent devotional that shares the theme of our sermon and worship series, "Close to Home."
2. Pick up a printed Advent calendar with daily suggestions for individuals and families to make the season meaningful.
3. Fill-out a poinsettia order form for the Christmas Eve service.
4. Sign-up for a Christmas Eve Livestreaming Kit for your household
if you know you will be joining us online for Christmas Eve. The kit
includes the Christmas Eve bulletin, a prayer card, candles, and prepackaged communion. Please order a kit by December 5th.
Any of these items can be requested to mail to you. Just message our
page or email the church at office@vermiliongrace.com. Tell us what
item you would like and how many!

Generosity Corner
Pastor Allison LeBrun
Thank you all for you have given to the church in 2021. You ARE the church and we exist thanks to your
generosity. We are here by the Grace of God and thanks to all that you pour in to the Church: your time,
presence, gifts, service, and witness.
Thank you to those who have turned in a 2022 pledge card. If you have not filled one out yet, we invite
you to pray about it and do so. This helps ensure that in the next year - and years to come after that - we can
faithfully live out our mission to invite all into a joyous and caring Christian community
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December

January

February

12/02
12/06
12/10
12/15
12/22
12/23
12/23
12/23
12/26

01/02
01/07
01/08
01/10
01/10
01/14
01/17
01/18
01/18
01/19
01/21
01/24
01/26
01/27
01/31

02/02
02/02
02/06
02/09
02/10
02/14
02/15
02/21
02/23
02/23
02/25
02/26

KELLY McMahan
LEE Kress
MIKE McHale
JACKI Massey
THOMAS Pena
JILL Herron
MARGY Millis
HOLLY Maki
THOMAS Hissem

Heather Blackburn
RICHELLE VanSickel
DAWN Grygier
BETTY Geib
MARJORIE Fowler
ROSEMARY Odom
JEANNE Pauly
LOIS Babson
JACOB Habeck
DEBBY Zanglin
SALLY Davis
Kendra Behner
Roger Skelley-Watts
Mark Fowler
DONALD McDonald

J. Clifford German
BILL Lee
Zachariah LeBrun
Phil Presutto
STEVEN Herron
NANCY Bliss
JANE Decker
Ellie Ann Tansey
MARCIA Schnabel
MEGAN Tansey
DALE Grygier
SYLVIE Gadness

Grace UMC’s Mission Statement:
To Invite All into a Joyous & Caring Christian Community
Pastoral Care & Emergency Contact Information
If you need to get in touch with Pastor Allison LeBrun please call the
parsonage at 440-967-6474
You can also email to: pastor@vermiliongrace.com
Please don’t assume we know about your personal health issues, emergencies, etc..
If you don’t contact us or have a member of your family contact us, we probably won’t be
aware of your needs.

PLEASE NOTE:
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS ARE AS FOLLOWS:
Calling ahead for an appointment is strongly encouraged but not necessary!
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday - 9:30AM - 2:30PM - Sueellen will be available
Friday - 10:00AM -12:00PM - Volunteers will be available to assist you

Notes on the Pastor's Schedule
Pastor Allison's family day is Monday.
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