
Grace United Methodist Church Invites You to… 

           Come Worship with us… 
               Grace United Methodist Church 
          13406 W. Lake Rd., Vermilion OH  44089 

       Phone: 440-967-5206    Email: office@vermiliongrace.com 

 Get Social with Grace: vermiliongrace     Website: vermiliongrace.com      YouTube—Vermilion Grace 
 

2022 Summer Worship Schedule—Labor Day Weekend thru Memorial Day Weekend 

9:00 a.m. Worship by the Water at Sherod Park—Livestreamed on Facebook Only 

First Sunday of the month—June 5, July 3, Aug., 7, Sept., 4 -10:15 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary w/Communion 

Mask As You Wish 

Family Room for babies & parents in Room 4, Toddler Room for infants through 3 in Room 6 

10:15AM Worship in the Sanctuary is being livestreamed & recorded on our  

facebook page, Website & YouTube! 

 

June—July 2022 
 

Grace Notes—Bi-Monthly 
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Pastor’s Place 
Celebrating Meeting Our Goal! 

 

In August 2021, we sent out a special edition of the 
newsletter that was all about… 

 

Our Mission: to invite all into a joyous and caring 
Christian community 

 

Our Values: Persistence through Resilience, Grati-
tude through Generosity, Service through Com-
panionship, Beauty through Wonder 

 

Our Strategy: Worshiping, Belonging, Serving 
 

Our Measure questions (questions about our Gen-
erosity, Relationships, Assurance, Care, Enthusi-
asm or G.R.A.C.E.) 

 

If you want to know more about any of the above, 
please ask me or another knowledgeable member of 
Grace! The wall outside the church office also still has 
copies of this special edition newsletter if you want to 
refresh yourself. 

At that time, following our Vision Reveal Picnic (July 
28, 2021) we also shared our VISION GOAL! This was a 
one year goal that a Vision Team set for May 2021 - May 
2022. It was a goal that would help us ACT on all the 
work we did to name our mission and values. It was a 
goal that would help our church be healthier and move 
forward. 

 

That goal was: 
 

In order to build new relationships inside and 
outside the church, we will organize into Belonging 
Groups that interact with the Vermilion 
community at least 4 times a year. 

 

And, cue the confetti: We did it!  
 

Belonging Groups are small groups 
comprised of around 6 - 12 individuals who meet at least 
once a month and share an activity, discussion, fellow-

ship, and support. Through direct and indirect interaction 
with our larger Vermilion community, these groups are 
the representatives of Grace to those in our community 
who are looking for a joyous and caring Christian com-
munity. 

 

Our current Belonging Groups are: 
The Sunset Sippers (a group that enjoys bever-

ages while watching the sunset) 
Men’s Breakfast 

Women’s Lunch Bunch 
Musical Wanderers (a group that travels around 

the area to listen to live music together) 
 

And then we grandfathered in our fabulous (Ladies 
of Grace and our Youth Group!) 

These groups have been meeting for several months 
now, enjoying each other’s fellowship and friendship. 
Each group shares the same devotional each month that 
guides them through our G.R.A.C.E. questions. Many of 
the groups have already been active in the community: 
from attending events in the community, meeting at local 
establishments, passing out hand warmers and invita-
tions to Grace at Ice-a-Fair, volunteering at Salvation 
Army, walking in the Hunger Walk, and more. 

Grace, you all should be so proud of yourselves for 
making our One-Year Vision Goal a reality. We are now 
stronger for it! Our Belonging Groups are and will further 
become anchors of the ministry at Grace both within and 
outside our walls! 

If you want to join a Belonging Group or are interest-
ed in forming one based around a different activity, talk 
to Pastor Allison. 

Over the next couple months, our Vision Team will 
set a new one year goal. And for now, we celebrate and 
give thanks to God for all that our Lord is doing here at 

Grace!           Pastor Allison 
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At the Beach! 
 

Beach Office Hours are Back! 

Pastor Allison will be at Main Street Beach, weather permitting, on the third Wednesday of 
the month from 1:00PM to 3:00PM. That’s June 15, July 20, and August 17. Beach office 
hours are a great way to meet people in our community. They’re also a great time to take a 
stroll to the beach and visit the pastor! 

 

 

By Chance or by Appointment (At the office or Brewed Awakening) 
 

Pastor Allison is in the office for at least part of the day several days a 
week and likes to work at Brewed Awakening at least once a week 
when childcare and the to-do list allow it. Stop by and say hi when 
you’re at the church or maybe you’ll get lucky and run into Pastor Alli-
son at the coffee shop and she’ll buy your coffee for you! 

If you want to guarantee you’ll run into the pastor or you want to make sure you both 
have the time to sit down for a conversation, schedule an appointment via phone or 
email. 

 

(Not on Mondays!) 
 

Monday is Pastor Allison’s Sabbath! Thank you for respecting this. 

Where to Find the Pastor this Summer? 
       Pastor Allison LeBrun 

Annual Yard Sale 
       Carolyn Hill - Coordinator 

Grace Church will again hold the yard sale this summer 

The date is Saturday, August 6th 
We will be using the same format as last year...everyone marks their own items, brings them 

that Saturday morning, sets up,  and sells.   At the end of the day, each participant packs their 
remaining "stuff" and takes it with them.  The only difference will be that we will have a central 
checkout so that there's no need for everyone to have their own money for change, etc.  Hope-
fully, this will work well! 

 
Please call Carolyn Hill closer to the date if you would like a table under the pavilion reserved 

for your wares.  We will also have additional tables available in the grass. 
 
The Trustees have said that if people have furniture items that they want to donate, the gar-

age will be available for storage.  PLEASE do not put clothing or other items in with the furni-
ture!  Please make arrangements with the church office or with a trustee for drop off.  NOTH-
ING else should be dropped off at the church. 

 
If you have questions, please call Sueellen in the office (967-5206) or Carolyn Hill (964-

9512).  Thank you. 
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Grace UMC’s Choir & Choir Director/Accompanist            Flowering of the cross    
      
      
      
      
   
    
      
      
      
      
       
 
 
 

Honoring the Military with the Prayer Wall for the month of May 
 

 
 
 
 
 
A children's school chair with 22 flowers for 
each child and person killed in Uvalde, Texas 
during the school shooting on May 24, 2022. 

    Sunset Sippers Belonging Group   
    Walk for Vermilion Food Pantry 
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Summer Worship Schedule 
                            Pastor Allison LeBrun 

 

Worship in the Sanctuary 

First Sunday of  the Month 

June 4, July 3, Aug. 7, Sept. 4 

10:15AM Worship w/
Communion 

When I study the Bible, I often read several translations to see if any offer new insight or a different view of the 
scripture. Recently I studied the Beatitudes and this time I saw them as how Jesus wanted me to behave instead of 
how God treated groups of people. 

Here is a paraphrase of Matthew 5:3-12 based on several translations, primarily The Holy Bible, New Century 
Version 1991, as used in My Time With God. 

“When you follow me: when you know you have great spiritual needs, when you turn to God for comfort, when 
you are humble, when you want to do right more than anything else, when you show mercy, when you are pure in 
your thinking, when you work to bring peace, when you are treated badly for doing good – people will insult you and 
hurt you, they will lie and say bad things about you because you follow the way I showed you. But when they do, you 
will be joyful. Rejoice and be glad because you have a great award waiting for you in heaven. People did the same evil 
things to the prophets and saints who lived before you.” 

I now see the Beatitudes as a path Jesus wants me to walk, to acknowledge my spiritual needs, to be humble (to 
accept the life I am living as given to me by God,) to be kind to others, to stay positive in my thoughts, to promote 
peace and discussion, and to do good even when it is difficult to do so. And to be happy while doing God’s will. 

How do you study scripture? Do you read the Bible yearly like my mom does? Do you join study groups or follow 
the lectionary? However you read or study the bible there will always be more to discover between its covers. 

Council Chair’s Chat 
                           Dawn Grygier—Council Chairperson 
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Trustee Tidbits 
                 John Heideman—Trustee Chair 

 

Trustees are starting the 2022 Spring/Summer/Fall season with extensive work around the outside of the 
church buildings. Below is a summary of what has been accomplished so far and future plans as the summer season 
plays on: 

 

 Grass cutting has begun in mid-April. Grace Church has five two-person lawn mowing teams which cut grass 
every week all around the church buildings and parking lots. This will continue until the end of October. 

 The lawn has been rolled to even out any bumps, etc. 

 The pavilion floor and tables have been power washed for the May 29th outdoor potluck and for the many 
outdoor activities during the summer. 

 The Spring yard cleanup with bush trimming, weed killing, edging and mulch application around the church 
building and in front of the parsonage is planned for Saturday, June 4th. Some of this will have been accom-
plished when you read this Grace Notes.  

 It is planned to paint behind the altar and the north wall inside the sanctuary during the month of June. Stay 
tuned.  

 Trustees are getting estimates on both metal & traditional roof replacement. This is not urgent and reroofing 
it at least one to three years away.  

 

So, the Trustees stay busy and activities are ongoing. And their work is much appreciated.  

Summer is Here! 

 Pick up your Grace yard sign to-
day! Suggested donation of $5+ 

“Shingle Jingle”  

Roof Fund Update 

  
$50,000 

$45,000 

$40,000 

$35,000 

$30,000 

$25,000 

$20,000 

$15,000 

$10,000 

$5,000 
 

As of April 2022 
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I want to thank everyone who responded generously this past month by bringing their pledges more cur-
rent or who donated an additional amount based on our last Grace Notes, where we mentioned that we 
were getting behind on our budget.  We are now closer to being where we need to be budget wise, alt-
hough still a little behind. 

 

Second, we have now passed the $40,000 level on our roof fund, based on numerous donations from many peo-
ple, plus a matching pledge that has been received.  Our original objective of $50,000 based on estimates at the time, 
appears to be within our grasp. 

 

Finally, being the progressive church that we are, I want to mention the digital giving that many of our congrega-
tion have found to be easy and safe for donations.  We have set up with two firms, Vanco and Tithe.ly to facilitate 
both one time giving, and automatic donations.  Vanco can be set up thru the church office, and Tithle.ly can be set 
up by yourself through an app.  These offer a safe and secure way to make donations to the church without having to 
worry about writing a check, or donating cash.  It can be set up for a  one time donation, or automatic giving such as 
weekly or monthly.  The advantage to the church is that it evens out the donations monthly. 

 

No matter how you give, we want to thank you for all of your generosity.  You are a generous congregation. 

Finance News 
                 Brice Blackman—Finance Chair 

Many Ways to Contribute 
                 Sueellen Bruhn—Treasurer 

Here is How to Access the Tithe.ly Giving Option: 
 

Tithe.ly Link - Use the following link to go to our secure online giving option at Tithe.ly – (you do not 
need to setup an account to contribute). 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1310221 
 

Grace’s Website - Access the online giving option at Tithe.ly from Grace’s website. Just click the 

“Contribute” button on the right of the Home Page. Here is the link to our website: 

https://vermiliongrace.com/ 
 

Grace’s Facebook Page - Access the online giving option at Tithe.ly from Grace’s Facebook page. Just 

click the “Learn More” button on the right of the page. Here is the link to our Facebook page: 

http://www.facebook.com/vermiliongrace 
 

Cell Phone App - You can also download the “Tithe.ly” app on your cell phone and follow the prompts  

once the app downloads. 
 

When you give thru Grace’s secure Tithely app you can choose a one time donation or setup automatic with-
drawals with your own personal timeframe.  

 

Vanco  - if you are interested in setting up regular monthly withdrawals contact the church office. 
 

If you have questions or need help setting up online giving please email the church office 

and Sueellen will contact you to help you! 
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Mission Moment 

               Debby Zanglin—Mission Team Coordinator 

If you read on, YOU are entering a Mission Field! 
 

 

June Noisy Bucket 

Sunday, June 12 - CHOAIDS (See John's article below) 
 

July Noisy Bucket  

Sunday, July 17 - Let's Get Real (LGR) 

 LGR  knows that the process of finding help for loved ones with addictions is over-

whelming and often costly.  

Let's Get Real makes this process easier while providing emotional support, education, and 
awareness. They assist in finding detox and treatment, providing a family group and group for 

children of addicts, as well as twelve step meetings.   

Caring for Haitian Orphans with AIDS - an Update 
                 John Hill - Mission Team Member 

We strive to enhance the quality of life for children who 
are orphaned and HIV positive through education and care 

in a family-centered environment 

Rev. Roger and I recently returned from our annual board meeting 
in Kansas City, KS. Board members from K.C.,Talahassee, Galesburg, 
MI, and Vermilion met to determine ways to make life for those 24 
children even better, in spite of significant obstacles that they face in a 
strife-torn land. Here is what we accomplished: 

1. “Tranzisyon dis” program - This year it is our goal to transition 10 children out of the CHOAIDS home and into the 
next stage of their lives. As always, we continually strive to provide these essentials for each child in our care: A compas-
sionate and safe home environment; 3 meals and 2 snacks per day; Vitamins and meal supplements; Access to anti-
retroviral therapy; Education through secondary school; Clothing; Transportation; Psychological and spiritual support; A 
sense of belonging; and Creative learning experiences through sports, theater, and the arts. To date, 6 are already experienc-
ing their new lives, and are doing quite well. 

2. New Leadership in Haiti - Of equal importance is the agreement that we will endeavor to develop new leadership in 
Haiti. Those professionals in leadership, will have the responsibilities for operation, while the US board will focus primarily 
on fundraising. This is very important if CHOAIDS is to be recognized as a legal entity in Haiti that embraces ownership 
and empowerment by those who best understand our children’s needs. 

Questions or comments? Please feel free to contact either Roger (440-223-0766 or 440-963-0788), or John at 440-858-
7669 or 440-963-9512). The best way to give is through the United Methodist Advanced Special #9922 via Grace UMC. 

Your sustained and compassionate support of our children is greatly appreciated. (https://www.choaids.org/our-
advisory-board) 
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THANK YOU! 

Generosity Corner 
               Pastor Allison LeBrun 

The Playground 
Grace United Methodist Church is giving a quarter of a million dollars to the city to build an inclusive and accessi-

ble playground at Sherod Park. Vermilion Parks and Recreation Board along with Erie County Metro Parks and other 
foundations and individual donors are matching this donation to make the park a reality. 

 

This is a great joy!  Let’s look at why: 
  It is fulfilling a need in our community 
  It will bring joy and enjoyment to people in our community and beyond 
  It is a great witness of Grace and our mission and ministry 
  It will also be a pivotal site for ministry and outreach moving forward. 
 

And while we may all agree that this is an amazing thing for Vermilion and for Grace, people are still asking how 
Grace was able to give these kinds of funds to this project. Here’s how: 

 

Generous individuals, instead of giving directly to the Parks Board, chose to give Grace a donation designated for 
this cause, knowing that is aligned with Grace’s mission to invite all into a joyous and Christian community. 

 

This particular gift was given anonymously and we honor and respect that. 
 

By giving the donation to Grace for us to then turn around and give back out, it helps increase our missional im-
print and help Grace live out our mission on a larger scale. 

 

The donation to the park playground is coming from Grace United Methodist Church - through those who have 
approached us about giving designated funds to endeavors that will help us live out our mission as a church. 

 

This is an amazing opportunity for Grace and we are so grateful to all who have helped make it a reality and so 
grateful for all the people and all the ways our congregation practices generosity. 

 

Thanks be to God! 

Dear Grace United Methodist Church,  

Your loving support means the world to Midwest Mission and to the countless people who will be touched by 
your generosity. You are a shining light for Christ and a beacon of hope!  

In His Service, 

Midwest Mission Team 

 

Dear Grace UMC, 

Thank you for your gift of cleaning supplies! Your generosity will bring hope to people who have been af-
fected by flooding or hurricanes. 

In His Service, 

Midwest Mission Team 
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June 
06/01 Stefan, John 
06/02 Maki, LAUREN 
06/02 Cantu, MANUEL 
06/05 Kessler, MYRIAL 
06/06 Shimer, PEGGY 
06/06 Holmes, JENNIFER 
06/07 Davis, Skip 
06/09 Miller, BARB 
06/11 Muldoon, PATRICIA 
06/17 O'Hara, Terry 
06/20 Urdzik, DIANNE 
06/20 Velasquez, Gil 
06/20 Miller, PAM 
06/22 Lantz, KATHY 
06/23 Pauly, DAVE 
06/24 Schafer, JESSIE 
06/26 Thatcher, DOUG 
06/26 LeBrun, Rev. Allison 
06/27 Skelley-Watts, JOAN 

August 
08/01 Tansey, Riley 
08/02 German, Nancy 
08/06 Smith Jr., ROBERT 
08/07 Presutto, DOTTIE 
08/09 Decker, WILLIAM 
08/10 Hill, JOHN 
08/10 Strama, AMBER 
08/12 Dean, MARJORIE 
08/12 VanSickel, JOE 
08/12 Uchtman, JOYCE 
08/13 George, Mike 
08/14 Shattuck, RACHEL 
08/14 Brown, JEFFREY 
08/16 Ferenczy, Stephen 
08/17 Brown, SUSAN 
08/19 Cantu, LINDA 
08/19 Behner, Robert 
08/21 Heideman, BARB 
08/22 Gross, Jim 
08/24 Sherwood, JOYCE 
08/24 Hendricks, GLORIA 
08/26 Habeck, NICHOLAS 
08/27 Ferenczy, LORI 

July 
07/02 Schafer, HAROLD 
07/03 Herrington, JOHN 
07/04 Strama, Mary 
07/04 Oxley, Betty 
07/04 Guthrie, NANCY A. 
07/05 Fulper, NANCY 
07/06 Jones, MARIA 
07/07 Stefan, CAROL 
07/10 Stinson, DEE 
07/17 Clark, KAREN 
07/20 Arndt, RICHARD 
07/21 Cyran, SHARON 
07/26 Gross, BARBARA 
07/31 Bennett, CATHY 
07/31 Miller, Kevin 

    

Pastoral Care & Emergency Contact Information 
If you need to get in touch with Pastor Allison LeBrun please call the  

parsonage at 440-967-6474 

You can also email to: pastor@vermiliongrace.com 

Please don’t assume we know about your personal health issues, emergencies, etc..   

If you don’t contact us or have a member of your family contact us, we probably won’t be aware of your needs. 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
Calling ahead for an appointment is strongly encouraged but not necessary! 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday - 9:30AM - 2:30PM - Sueellen will be available 

Friday - 10:00AM -12:00PM  - Volunteers will be available to assist you 
 

 
 

 

Notes on the Pastor's Schedule 
 
 

Pastor Allison's family day is Monday.  

June 8 - 11, Clergy Session and Annual Conference at John S. McKnight Center in Akron 

June 20 - 28, Time Off 

 

Grace UMC’s Mission Statement:  
To Invite All into a Joyous & Caring Christian Community 
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June - 2022 

Grace Notes—Bi-Monthly 

Address Label Here 

Grace United Methodist Church Invites You to… 

           Come Worship with us… 
               Grace United Methodist Church 
          13406 W. Lake Rd., Vermilion OH  44089 

       Phone: 440-967-5206    Email: office@vermiliongrace.com 

 Get Social with Grace: vermiliongrace     Website: vermiliongrace.com      YouTube—Vermilion Grace 
 

 

2022 Summer Worship Schedule—Labor Day Weekend thru Memorial Day Weekend 

 

9:00 a.m. Worship by the Water at Sherod Park—Livestreamed on Facebook Only 

First Sunday of the month—June 5, July 3, Aug., 7, Sept., 4 -10:15 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary w/Communion 

Mask As You Wish 

Family Room for babies & parents in Room 4, Toddler Room for infants through 3 in Room 6 

10:15AM Worship in the Sanctuary is being livestreamed & recorded on our  

facebook page, Website & YouTube! 

 
Grace UMC 
13406 W. Lake Rd. 
Vermilion, OH  44089  


