
Grace United Methodist Church Invites You to… 

           Come Worship with us… 
               Grace United Methodist Church 
          13406 W. Lake Rd., Vermilion OH  44089 

       Phone: 440-967-5206    Email: office@vermiliongrace.com 

 Get Social with Grace: vermiliongrace     Website: vermiliongrace.com      YouTube—Vermilion Grace 
 

2022 Summer /Fall Worship Schedule  -  Memorial Day Weekend thru Labor Day Weekend 

9:00 a.m. Worship by the Water at Sherod Park—Livestreamed on Facebook Only 

First Sunday of the month   Sept., 4 -10:15 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary w/Communion 

Mask As You Wish 

Family Room for babies & parents in Room 4, Toddler Room for infants through 3 in Room 6 

10:15AM Worship in the Sanctuary is being livestreamed & recorded on our  

facebook page, Website & YouTube! 

 

August - September 2022 
 

Grace Notes—Bi-Monthly 
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Pastor’s Place 
 

2022-2023 Vision Goal 
 

In order to build, strengthen, and renew con-
nections with Grace, we will extend 500 invita-
tions with the hope that 50 or more will be ac-
cepted. 

 

This is our church wide vision goal for the 2022-
2023 year (August - July). There will be a lot of in-
formation and communication about this goal in the 
coming months but I want to introduce and break it 
down for the congregation here first. 

 

In order to build - Build is about NEW relation-
ships and connections with Grace. About people 
who have never previously been connected with 
Grace before 

 

Strengthen, and renew - There are people who 
may be on the outskirts of Grace who are waiting 
for an opportunity or an invitation to strengthen their 
relationship with Grace. Likewise there are those 
who, for a myriad of reasons, may have drifted 
away from the church for a bit and would love for 
someone to extend a hand, tell them they’re 
missed, and pull them back into our joyous and car-
ing Christian community. 

 

Connections with Grace - Connections with 
Grace can mean a lot of things! While worship is at 
the center of what we do as a faith community it’s 
not the only thing we do! For the purpose of our 
goal we are counting connections with Grace as 
worship, Belonging Groups, church events, and 
even visitations for those who may be homebound! 

 

We will extend 500 invitations - There are studies 
out there that show over 40% of people who visited 

a church for the first time came because someone 
invited them. Invitations are the number one way 
that people become connected to a church. And 
more and more people are not going to walk into a 
church uninvited. We want to encourage and em-
power the people of Grace to live out our mission to 
invite all! 

 

With the hope that 50 or more will be accepted. 
- Invitations are a numbers game. Like the overly 
generous and enthusiastic gardener sowing seeds 
everywhere in Jesus’s parable, not sure of which 
ones will land on fertile ground, we too are called to 
be generous and enthusiastic in inviting others to 
connect with Grace (and through Grace, connect 
with God!) 

 

As we live out our mission and work toward our 
vision goal together, we will have a visual invitation 
board in the hallway of our church to track the 500 
invitations extended and 50 accepted. Every Sun-
day we will have paper cut-outs available for people 
to take and add to our invitation board. The shapes 
are: 

 

A hand - one for every invitation extended 

A heart - one for every invitation accepted 

A flower - one for every person who “pops up” 
at Grace, even without an invitation first 

 

Also, you can always email or call the church 
office or pastor to report invitations extended (and 
accepted!) and we’ll handle the tracking for you! 

 

Who will you invite into our joyous and caring 
Christian community?  

         Pastor Allison 
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Sunday, August 7: 
 

  Vision Goal Kick-Off & Start of new sermon series: “Inviting To” and worship with Holy 
Communion 
  Both Worship by the Water at 9AM and Worship in the Sanctuary at 
10:15AM 
 

 
 
Sunday, August 14: 
 

  Blessing of the Animals 
  Bring your pet or a picture of your pet to receive a blessing 
    during Worship by the Water! 
  Also a great time to invite a friend with a pet! 
 

 
 
Sunday, August 21: 
 

  Collection & Blessing of Goods for Vermilion Food Pantry 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, August 28: 
   

  Invite a Friend Sunday & Ice Cream Social 
 
 

 
Sunday, September 4: 
 

  Last Worship by the Water of the season with  
    Holy Communion 
  Both Worship by the Water at 9AM and  
    Worship in the Sanctuary at 10:15AM 
 

 
 

Sunday, September 11: 
 

Taste of Grace Sunday with Taste of Grace Picnic Following!  

Worship Schedule 
                           Pastor Allison 
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Confirmation Sunday, congratulations Miles Braden & Austin Strama. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Belonging Groups 

 

 

Musical Wanderers 

 

 

 

 

Sunset Sippers 
w/Pastor Allison 
visiting   
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
    
    
                      
     

    
    
   

           Children’s Moment 

Outside Work Day 
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You’re Invited… 
 

You’re invited to invite a friend to Worship by the Wa-
ter & Ice Cream Social! 

 

Sunday, August 28th 
 

9:00AM at Sherod Park 
 

Ice Cream Social to follow the service and two raffles! 
One for everyone who invited a friend and one for the 

friends who accepted the invitations! 
 

            See You There! 

Ice Cream Social!      
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Trustee Tidbits 
                 John Heideman—Trustee Chair 

It has proven that the last two months have been very busy around the physical plant of the church and parson-
age. In summary, the following activities have been happening: 

 The church lawn was sprayed for weed control. 

 Repairs were completed to parsonage family room ceiling based on water 
damage prior to rear roof over garage/family room which roof was replaced 
end of November 2021. 

 The parsonage deck was power-washed and applied two coats of paint.      
  Looks great! 

 Minor repairs were made to west women’s bathroom floor. 

 Efforts are underway to paint the wall behind the church altar/organ/  
  choir loft. We anticipate it will look really good for the fall season.  

 Trustees will assist for the Yard Sale Aug 6th. 

 During the summer months, it was determined that there is a fair amount of cleaning/repairing/painting 
that would be good during the downtime use of the building during July/Aug. We have a 2 ½ page plan 
with some activity already started. One was the refinishing the communion rail by Don Babson. Looks great! 

 Of course, weekly grass cutting is ongoing. We are on our second half of the season schedule. Grass cutting 
generally runs through the third week in October. Then winterizing lawn mowers.  

The Grace Church Trustees are a great bunch of people and we are very appreciative of their commitment to 
Grace Church.  

 

 Pick up your Grace yard 
sign today! Suggested  

donation of $5+ 

“Shingle Jingle”  

Roof Fund Update 

  
$50,000 

$45,000 

$40,000 

$35,000 

$30,000 

$25,000 

$20,000 

$15,000 

$10,000 

$5,000 
 

As of June 2022 
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How are you doing with inflation these days? We have all seen it wherever we look. Higher gas prices, huge increas-
es in the cost of food for the table, ever increasing cost to go out to eat, or go on vacation. The church is no excep-
tion. 

Inflation is everywhere today and it affects all of us to some extent. For some it is a minor inconvenience, for oth-
ers big trouble.  Regarding  the operations of the church, inflation moves us from almost breakeven, to a large defi-

cit, meaning we are not meeting our obligations. 

Currently, the operating budget for the church is running a deficit of about $1500 each month.  In other words, we are tak-
ing in about that much ($1500) less than we spend each month. If nothing changes, that means we will be behind by $18,000 or 
so by the end of the year.   

Most of the increases in cost this year are the result of salary increases that were either mandated by the conference or made 
to correct serious shortages in years past. We have reviewed our expenses each year and find very little additional that we can do 
to cut costs without making very significant changes in the programs that are offered.  

 Our income has stayed about the same for the last several years. We are still paying our pastor the minimum amount man-
dated by the conference even though she has been here almost six years. While the minimum amount has gone up each year, we 
still pay her the absolute minimum allowed. I think that is a shame, but with our current situation, we must continue. 

I do not tell you this to cause panic in the congregation, only to enlighten everyone to what is going on. We have built up 
some savings over the past few years, but at this rate of loss, those will not last too long. Inflation has hit some of our members 
financially very hard. For others, it has not posed any hardship. Many are still doing very well. 

For the those who are able, we ask you to prayerfully consider your future financial commitments to our church when the 
stewardship cards are sent out in October. We are going to need your help. 

To everyone, we want to continue to thank you for your generosity, and wish you the best. 

Finance News 
                 Brice Blackman—Finance Chair 

Many Ways to Contribute 
                 Sueellen Bruhn—Treasurer 

Here is How to Access the Tithe.ly Giving Option: 
 

Tithe.ly Link - Use the following link to go to our  secure online giving option at Tithe.ly – (you do not need to set-
up an account to contribute). 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=1310221 
 

Grace’s Website - Access the online giving option at Tithe.ly from Grace’s website. Just click the 

“Contribute” button on the right of the Home Page. Here is the link to our website: 

https://vermiliongrace.com/ 
 

Grace’s Facebook Page - Access the online giving option at Tithe.ly from Grace’s Facebook page. Just 

click the “Learn More” button on the right of the page. Here is the link to our Facebook page: 

http://www.facebook.com/vermiliongrace 
 

Cell Phone App - You can also download the “Tithe.ly” app on your cell phone and follow the prompts  

once the app downloads. 
 

When you give thru Grace’s secure Tithely app you can choose a one time donation or setup automatic withdrawals 
with your own personal timeframe.  

 

Vanco  - if you are interested in setting up r egular  monthly withdrawals contact the church office. 
 

If you have questions or need help setting up online giving please email the church office 

and Sueellen will contact you to help you! 



 

7 

 
Mission Moment 

               Debby Zanglin—Mission Team Coordinator 

If you read on, YOU are entering a Mission Field! 
 

 

August Noisy Bucket 

Sunday, August 21 - Vermilion Food Pantry 

Prices of food and personal care items have sky-rocketed.  We will be collecting and bless-
ing personal care items at Worship by the Water for the Vermilion Food Pantry. A reminder 
poster will be displayed at Worship by the Water throughout August to remind you.  Tooth-
paste, diapers, bar soap, toilet paper, bandaids, shampoo, kleenex, and feminine hygiene 
items definitely are sought and appreciated. Dianna Sprague is Grace UMC's Liaison with  

      the Food Pantry should you have questions.   

September Noisy Bucket  

Sunday, September 18 - UMCOR - (United Methodist Committee on Relief) 

 Grace UMC used to collect primarily for hurricane relief.  Now floods and fires seem to dominate the 

news feed almost nightly.  Regardless of the type of disaster, UMCOR is there with supplies and workers to aid in clean up and re-
building lives. Our monetary donations help with supplies and fuel. 
 

Ukrainian Refugee Information 

United Methodist churches are stepping up to assist Ukrainian refugee families who have arrived in the US with nothing but their 
suitcases. Avon, LaPorte & Henrietta are taking the lead but they need our financial help. Funds will be used for needs the families 
have such as rent, utilities, groceries, household supplies, toiletries and transportation. You may give through our church or make 
checks payable to: Wesleyan Senior Living Foundation (gifts are tax deductible) and send checks to Bill McFadden, 5417 Goldenrod 
Circle, Sheffield Village, OH 44035 

 

Sherod Park Playground Update 

Parks and Recreation are on target for a mid October opening of the inclusive destination playground across the street from Grace. 
 

Scarf Dance at Worship by the Water w/Mary Bodnar. A Different View of Worship by the Water 
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THANK YOU! 

Generosity Corner 
               Pastor Allison LeBrun 

As our Worship by the Water season winds to a close I truly am amazed at the generosity of people who have given 
in all sorts of ways to make this season possible. 

To those who organized, played, and sang in the Praise Band 

To those who moved equipment, got that equipment to work, tested sound, troubleshooted, set-up, and teared 
down 

To those who greeted 

To those who prepared, printed, and folded bulletins 

To those who prepped children’s activity packets 

To those who prepared and served Holy Communion 

To those who made our potluck the first Sunday of Worship by the Water a reality…and to those who will make 
the ice cream social a reality 

To those who gave financially to help the church live out its mission 

To those who counted the offering 

To those who offered mission moments 

And to those who showed up, worshiped with us (in person or online) and were a part of our joyous and caring 
Christian community this summer 

To all of you for all the ways you have showed generosity this summer - thank you! 

Communion           
Sunday                
       Memorial Wall 
 
Grace’s Choir  
& Praise  
Band 
Praying 
Over 
Brooke         

Summer Livestreaming Crew 
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August 
08/01 Tansey, Riley 
08/02 German, Nancy 
08/06 Smith Jr., ROBERT 
08/07 Presutto, DOTTIE 
08/09 Decker, WILLIAM 
08/10 Hill, JOHN 
08/10 Strama, AMBER 
08/12 Dean, MARJORIE 
08/12 VanSickel, JOE 
08/12 Uchtman, JOYCE 
08/13 George, Mike 
08/14 Shattuck, RACHEL 
08/14 Brown, JEFFREY 
08/16 Ferenczy, Stephen 
08/17 Brown, SUSAN 
08/19 Cantu, LINDA 
08/19 Behner, Robert 
08/21 Heideman, BARB 
08/22 Gross, Jim 
08/24 Sherwood, JOYCE 
08/24 Hendricks, GLORIA 
08/26 Habeck, NICHOLAS 
08/27 Ferenczy, LORI 

October 
10/03 Hill, CAROLYN 
10/05 Chapman, Fran 
10/07 Kress, CAROL 
10/08 Herron, SAMUEL 
10/09 Kropf, AMY 
10/15 Gay, MELOYDE 
10/17 Snyder, JOYCE 
10/26 Ferenczy, William 
10/27 Hoffman, Maggie 
10/28 Dunkle, SANDY 
10/29 Crate, BONNIE 
10/29 Blackman, BRICE 
10/31 Fodor, MARIAN 

September 
09/03 McHale, Carol 
09/03 McMahan Sr., BECKY 
09/04 Blackman, LYN 
09/05 Strama, LEWIS 
09/11 VanSickel, Howl 
09/11 LeBrun, Agnes 
09/18 Repola, KURT 
09/19 Flittner, Sandra 
09/21 Braden, MILES 
09/23 Smith III, Robert 
09/24 Repola, MAX 
09/24 Jones, Savanna 
09/26 Doll, JUDY 
09/27 Chapman, Harlan 

    

Pastoral Care & Emergency Contact Information 
If you need to get in touch with Pastor Allison LeBrun please call the  

parsonage at 440-967-6474 

You can also email to: pastor@vermiliongrace.com 

Please don’t assume we know about your personal health issues, emergencies, etc..   

If you don’t contact us or have a member of your family contact us, we probably won’t be aware of your needs. 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
Calling ahead for an appointment is strongly encouraged but not necessary! 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday - 9:30AM - 2:30PM - Sueellen 
will be available 

Friday - 10:00AM -12:00PM  - Volunteers will be available 
to assist you 

 

 

Notes on the Pastor's Schedule 
 
 

Pastor Allison's family day is Monday.  

August 21st - Off 

September 12th - 17th  - Vacation 

September 26th - October 9th  -  Continuing Education 

 

Grace UMC’s Mission Statement:  
To Invite All into a Joyous & Caring Christian Community 
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August - September - 2022 

Grace Notes—Bi-Monthly 

Address Label Here 

Grace United Methodist Church Invites You to… 

            
Come Worship with us… 
               Grace United Methodist Church 
          13406 W. Lake Rd., Vermilion OH  44089 

       Phone: 440-967-5206    Email: office@vermiliongrace.com 

 Get Social with Grace: vermiliongrace     Website: vermiliongrace.com      YouTube—Vermilion Grace 
 

 

2022 Summer /Fall Worship Schedule  -  Memorial Day Weekend thru Labor Day Weekend 

9:00 a.m. Worship by the Water at Sherod Park—Livestreamed on Facebook Only 

First Sunday of the month   Sept., 4 -10:15 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary w/Communion 

Mask As You Wish 

Family Room for babies & parents in Room 4, Toddler Room for infants through 3 in Room 6 

10:15AM Worship in the Sanctuary is being livestreamed & recorded on our  

facebook page, Website & YouTube! 

 
Grace UMC 
13406 W. Lake Rd. 
Vermilion, OH  44089  


